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Lecrure XXXI. 


Of Gail-stones, 
Gentlemen, 


The subject of bi/iary concretions or 
gall-stones, requires a littie further notice. 

The bile is at times preternaturally 
thick and viscid, so as to be disposed to 
coagulate or form concretions, of diffe. 
rent degrees of hardness, and sometimes 
ot a crystalline appearance ; when, espe- 
cially, the name of gall-stones is applied 
to them. These sometimes form them- 
selves in the hepatic ducts, but generally 
in the gall-bladder, and often in great 
numbers, so as to fill completely its ca- 
vity. At other times, they are few in 
puwber and of large size, and then they 
almost of necessity remain, and are found 
there after death. Now while they re- 
main in the gall bladder, they appear to 
produce no uneasiness ; at least they are 
often found after death, sometimes in 
considerable numbers, at others of large 
size, without their presence having been 
at all suspected, from any symptoms that 
existed during life; of this, you have be 
fore you some striking specimens. 

But when these concretions enter the 
biliary duets, they commonly, when of 
any size, excite spasmodic contraction, 
which may extend itself to the duodenum, 
oreven the stomach itself; and possibly 
the diaphragm also, if we may judge 
from the extent and severity of the pain. 
This spasmodic contraction of the duct 


apou the calculns, at least where it is 
(No. 149 —Vol. X.) 


lodged in the ductus communis 

will interrupt, more or less completely, 
the passage of bile into the intestine, and 
jaundice will then generally follow. ‘Thus 
yon will easily understand the symptoms 
that take place on these occasions, and 
which are the following : 

The symptoms, indicating the presence 
of gall-stones, are pain suddenly arising 
at the pit of the stomach, extendin 
commonly to the back and shoulders, a 
sometimes all round the waist at the mar- 
gin of the chest; great flatulency at 
times; nausea, or actual vomiting; the 
pulse often preternaturally slow, and the 
body cold at first, with shivering, the 
coldness being succeeded by flushes of 
heat. In many cases, though by no means 
in all, jaundice appears after a few hours, 
The pain continues for alouger or shorter 
time, as for haif an hour, or several honrs, 
often abating for atime and again recurring, 
and then ceasing altogether, and that 
perhaps in as saddena way as it made its 
attack. This sudden reliet from gene- 
rally proceeds trom the escape of the con- 
cretion into the intestine, as may be often 
ascertained by a careful examination of 
the stools afterwards, If the pain declines 
more gradually and imperfectly, it may 
be that the spasmodic contraction has 
ceased, although the calculus still remains 
in the duct; in which case the spasm, 
and with it the pain, may be expected to 
be quickly renewed. After the paroxysm 
of pain has subsided, there is commonly 
extreme tenderness of the parts left be- 
hind; and sometimes actual intiammation 
follows, characterised by the usual symp- 
toms. However completely the pain is 
removed, and that by the discharge of the 
caleulus into the intestine, the s»mptoms 
are very apt to be renewed after an un- 
certain period, in consequence of fresh 
concretions forming; and thus the pa- 
tient may continue to suffer returns, more 
or less treqnent, for perhaps many years. 

Theory.—The mere presence of biliary 
concretions, or gall-stones, whether lodg- 
ed in the gall-bladder or in the dacts, ts 
not initself a disease, but ouly an oeca- 
sional cause, and that an uncertain one, 
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The real disease in these cases, is the 


tispasmodics 
spasmodic contraction to which they give | and that in considerable doses. 
and other stimulants, may be usefully 


rise, by the irritation their presence oc 


casions, and which, as I have just ob-| conjoined with this. 


DR, CLUTTERBUCK 


ics are required especially oprum, 
Ether 


The warm bath, or 


served, is an uncertain and by no means! fomentations applied to the region of the 
constant effect. (Now it is of pmportange ; stomach, are also proper, The act of 
to consider the gircumstances which fa-{ vomiting is a likely means of taking off 
vour the production of biliary concre-| the spasm; when vomiting, therefore, 
tions. does pot occur spontanecusly, it may be 

The properties of the bile, when first| often usefully induced by the employ- 


formed, in regard to its 


consistency, | ment of emetics. 


Purgatives have an ef- 


as well as in all other respects, de- fect of the same kind, and are always 
pend upon the state of action in the| properly used in combination with the 


secreting organ, the liver. 


Every | opiates and stimulants. 


Castor oil is per- 


change, therefore, taking place in the| haps one of the best porentives for the 


qualities of this fluid, (except such as is | purpose. 


The spasm being taken off by 


occasioned merely by its stagnation im the | any of these means, there is a probability 
gall-bladder,) is to be taken as a proof! that the calculus may pass onwards into 


of an altered mode of acting in the liver 


the intestine, when there will be an im- 


Thus, in different modes of acting of this; mediate relief from pain. 


organ, bile may be secreted, or rather 
formed,—(for why should we not use a 
term of obvious meaning, instead of the 
equivocal one, secretion ?)—either in ex- 
cess or in deficiency, or with qualities 
variously changed. One of these changes 
may be, and no doubt often is, too great 
consistency or viscidity, which will neces- 
sarily favour concretion. One general 
cause, therefore, of such a quality in the 
bile as disposes it to coagulate, is an 
altered state of action in the liver. This 
has been sometimes called a torpid state 
of the organ; but this is assuming more 
than we really know; and it is always 
better to content ourselves with what we 
do know, than run the risk of falling into 
practical error, by the admission of points 
of which we have no sufficient proot. We 
only know that the action is changed, 
mot that it is simply diminished, as the 
term forpid implies. 
Another canse of biliary concretions, is 
the change which the bile, though per- 
fect when first formed, undergoes hy re- 
maining for a time in the gall-bladder; 
during which, the more watery paris are 
absorbed, and the viscidity of the fluid 
altogether increased. So that there are 
two points to be attended to in the ma- 
nagement of these cases, with a view to 
the prevention of future attacks ; first, 
the state of action of the liver; and se- 
condly, the undue retention of the bile in 
the gall-bladder. 
The object of treatment in cases of 
biliary calculi, is two-fold ; first, the re- 
lief of the present symptoms; secondly, 
revention of future attacks. 

ain attending the passage of gall- 

often so extreme, as to call im. 
for relief of the most prompt 


stones 
periously 


and active kind. The immediate cause 


Inflammation often comes on as a con- 


seqnence of the pain experienced, and 
which is known by the heat nl gree. the 
tenderness to the touch, furre 

and other febrile symptoms. When these 
are observed, it will generally be proper, 
unless the patient should be greatly re- 
duced in strength, to take blood away 
from the arm. 


tongue, 


And you shonld recollect 
what I before observed to you, that blood- 


letting is of itself one of the most power- 
ful, and often the safest, of antispasmodics ; 
especially when it is followed by faint- 


ing. 

This treatment is merely palliative, and 
by no means sufficient for the prevention 
of future attacks ; indeed, in some re- 
spects, it is rather adverse to the obtain- 
ing permanent relief; opium in particular, 
by inducing constipation, and, probably 
at the same time, retention of the bile io 
the gall-bladder, is likely to increase the 
disposition to form coneretions ; while 
stimulants are manifestly objectionable in 
a general point or view, The less re- 
course is had, therefore, to merely pallia- 
tive means, the better. You will find it 
much more asefal to aim at the preven- 
tion of future attacks, than merely to 
relieve present symptoms. Now this is 
to be done, as I have already observed, 
by attention to two points; namely, the 
state of action in the liver, and the un- 
due retention of the bile in the gall- 
bladder. 

With regard to the first point, I may 
observe, that if the action of the liver 
be changed, the condition of the secreted 
fluid, the result of that action, will neces- 
sarily be so also. Now if we increase the 
secretion of bile, this fluid, as in other 
cases, will be rendered at the same time 
of a thinner or more watery consistence, 
and, of course, less disposed to concrete, 


of Se pep being the spasmodic contrac- 
tion of the ducts, the most powerful an- 


The formation of bile may be increased, 


S2ranen aac... . 
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ON DISEASES OF THE PANCREAS. 


in the first place, by emetics, which there- 
fore may be properly employed for the 
purpose, from time to time. As, how- 
ver, we are necessarily | mited in the 
use of emetics, on account of the violence 
of their operation and the distress which 
they orcasion, it is desirable to resort to 
other means of accomplishing the pur- 
pose: and this may be done by purgatives, 
which have an evident effect in increas- 
ing the secretion of bile; while, at the 
same time, they admit of being used with 
considerable frequency, without injury to 
the general health, and especially if the 
saline springs are resorted to for the pur- 
pose. A watery, vegetable, and ace- 
scent diet, will be generally proper on 
these occasions. Mercury, from its power 
of changing the state of action in every 
part of the vascular system, seems well 
calculated to be of service here; and, in 
fact, I have more than once observed, 
that when a slight degree of ptyalism has 
been produced, and kept up for some 
weeks, the symptoms indicating the pas- 
sage of gall-stones, thongh before fre- 
quent, have not afterwards recurred. 

The second point, namely, the undue 
retention of the bile in the gall. bladder, 
is scarcely of less moment than the tor- 
mer. This should be guarded against by 
a good deal of active exercise, such espe- 
cially as, by pressing frequently, though 
by no means constantly, upon the hepatic 
region, is likely at once to increase the 
formation of bile, and to promote its dis- 
charge from the gall bladder into the 
intestine: of this kind particularly i- 
horse-exercise. The utility of active ex- 
ercise of all kinds is rendered the more 
probable from the fact, that it is in se- 
dentary an.! corpulent persons, especially 
females at or about the period of the cessa- 
tion of the menses, and who live well, as 
the expression is, that such affections are 
the most frequently observed. The neces- 
sity, or at least the propriety, of an ab- 
Stemious mode of living, is sufficiently 
apparent: as that is of an habitual use 
of a large quantity of watery liquids, 
which may be reasonably expected to have 
some effect in dimirishing the consistency 
of the different secretions. 

I need say nothing of dissolving biliary 
concretions, while lodged in the gall- 
bladder or in the ducts, for we have no 
power of doing this. There are, no doubr, 


means of dissolving them when out of 


the body; but they cannot possibly be 
bronght in contact with the concretions 
during life. 


Of Diseases of the Spleen. 
The spleen is seated in the left hypo- 
chondrium ; itis a very vascular struc- 


ture, but of variable size. Many different 
opinions have been, and indeed are now 
held, as to the function of this organ. As 
no excretory duct has been discovered in 
the spleen, it cannot very well be con- 
sidered in the light of a secreting organ. 
Some have considered its function. as 
preparatory to that of the liver; others 
have looked upon it as a diverticulum to 
the blood sent to the stomach; the bleod 
vessels of the spleen being full when the 
stomach is empty ; and vice versa. Mr. 
Hewson considered it as the founder 
of the red particles of the blood. I be- 
lieve it will be better at present to con- 
fess our ignorance altogether upon this 
subject, With respect to the diseases of 
this organ, they are, as far as we under. 
stand them, of a very simple nature ; 


namely, inflammation either in an acute 
or in a chronic form, and which is termed 


Splenitis. 

Splenitis, or inflammation of the sub- 
stance of the spleen, may in general be 
detected by pain and tenderness to the 
touch in the region of that organ, that is, 
immediately under the ribs on the left 
side. Sometimes the part may be felt 
enlarged and indurated, and even de- 
scending by its weight as low as the 
ium. The disease, when acute, may be 
attended with a disordered state of sto- 
mach. An enlarged and indurated state, 
both of the liver and spleen, is apt to take 
place during long protracted intermit- 
tents; this has been vulgarly called ague- 
cake. Such cases not unfrequently end 
in dropsy. 

The treatment of these affections of the 
spleen is precisely that of hepatitis, aceord- 
ing to the degree and other circumstances 
of the disease, 


Diseases of the Pancreas. 


Little need be said upon this subject 
because it is hardly possible to discover 
the existence of disease in this organ 
during life, so as to distinguish it with 
certainty from that of the neighbouring 
parts. That the pancreas is liable to in- 
tiammation, and that in various degrees, 
may be easily inferred from analogy. Such 
a state might be suspected trom the occar- 
rence of deep-seated pain in the epigastric 
region, increased upon pressure. If the 
organ were enlarged or hardened by the 
disease, it might perhaps be felt upon 
examination, at least in emaciated sub- 
jects. It would be very likely to disorder 
the functions of the stomach. 

The accuracy of our diagnosis in such 
a case, would be of no great importance, 
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453 DR. CLUTTERBUCK ON PERITONITIS. 


as it would require only the common| Peritonitis may terminate in different 
treatment of inflammation; which it is| ways; as by simply subsiding, leaving 
unnecessary therefore to again particue|the part iu its natural state: or, second- 
larize. ly, by adhesion, more or less extensive, 
and so as at times to divide the cavity of 
Of Diseases of the Peritoneum. the abdomen into different sacs, as it 
were: thirdly, it may terminate in what is 
The general cavity of the abdomen is/| called effusion, that is, preternatural ac- 
lined by a membrane of the description | cumulation of fluid in the cavity, giving 
termed serous, on account of its secreting | rise to abdominal dropsv, or ascites. Drop- 
a fluid that resembles, in most of its pro-| sy, however, is more likely tofollow chro- 
ities, (he serum of the blood. This mem-| nic, or slow-acting inflammation of the 
ne is called the peritoneum, and is re-| peritoneum. In persons dying of acute 
flected from the parietes of the abdomen, | peritonitis, there is generally found an 
over the different viscera lodged in that| accumulation of sanious or bloody flnid, 
cavity, so as to give them their external! with coagulable lymph, and sometimes 
covering. The omentum, mesentery, me- | puriform matter 
socolon, and the suspensory ligaments,} The causes of this disease are the 
as they are called, of the liver, &c., are | common ones of inflammation in general : 
but donblings of this membrane. Hence | as the taking cold; blows, strains, wounds 
it is altogether of great extent. or other injuries of the part; in addition 
Like all other parts, the peritoneum is|to which, may be mentioned parfurition, 
liable to inflammation and its conse-|When peritonitis takes place soon atter 
mences:; these I shall now proceed to | child-birth, and the patient is at he same 
to you. time exposed to the causes of 
e di i ial 
Of perionit's, or inflammation of the 
itonaum.—This disease, when acute, 
is attended with great pain, and as the Prognosis.— Peritonitis, when violent 
inflammation has a disposition to spread, | isa 
sain is rerely conflacd ¢ eaxe : and more so when i 
and irritable subjects; and also when 


ticular spot, but is generally diffused over . . : 
the whole cavity. It is aggravated upon Combined with fever, especially in lying- 
the slightest pressure; even the weight ' women. 

of the bed-clothes is often intolerable.) 7, 

veatment.—After what has been al- 
ready said upon the treatment of inflam- 
~ases is distinctly reddened. The abdomen | general, ered. bere. be 
feels hot tothe touch if the disease has ex- jaded 
The patient bends bis body torward, in J “ 

™ camstances of the case. ging i- par- 
| ticularly advantageous, though still inferi- 
eter or to bloodlett ng, which it must not be 
stipe. | tllowed to snversede the use of. Much has 

3 and opium combined, in these cases. y 
yields ownexperience does not allow me to speak 
of the case with confidence upon this point. Bis- 
.. | tering the abdomen is an important, and 
= often useful remedy, I believe. When 
farred, and becomes brown as the disease 
the pulse tense and full, [ have seen the continued 
Is | application of cold water very serviceable. 
with and vomiting in puerperal oer, the slum 
be J ‘in doses of two or three drachms, has 
eaping- ‘been recommended upon high authority, 
Peritonitis is distinguishable from en-|as a remedy of great value. 4 priori one 
teritis by the pzin and tenderness! would not have supposed it well adapted 
being more diffused and by the consti-|to such a purpose. But I can say nothing 
pation being more easily relieved; the of it from my own experience. 
Rain and other symptoms continuing.| With respect to the consequences of 


ereas in enteritix, as soon as the con- | peritonitis, one of these, adhesion of sur- 
stipation is perfectly removed the dan-| faces, may be productive of much incon- 
‘venience, by restraining the freedom of, 


ger is generally at an end. 
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SEAT AND NATURE OF FEVER. 


motion of the intestines, which is neces- 
ee performance of their 
function. t it admits of no relief trom 
art. For the treatment of preternatural 
accumulation of fluid in this cavity. 
ascites,) I must refer you to the general 
trine of dropsy, alre.dy given. I shall 
only observe here, that when attended with 
marks of inflammation, which is no an- 
common occurrence, an antiphlogistic pian 
of treatment is required, ot which b/ood- 
letting may often usefully make a part. 
Indeed, I have seen it alone cure many 
of these cases; Lut only when the disease 
was recent. 

I cannot quit this part of our subject, 
Gentlemen, without adverting to the undue 
importance attached, by certain modern 
pathologists of high reputation, to the 
digestive organs, or as it is the fashion to 
term them, the chylopoietic viscera, (in- 
cluding of course the /iver,) as the aup- 
posed source of a great number of dis- 
eases, and those of the most opposite 
natures, but especially affections of the 
brain or nervous system. Indeed, nothing 
appears to be necessary to establish such 
a supposed connexion and dependence, 
but the slightest degree of imperfection or 
disorder in the secretion of bile, or in the 
pertormance of the digestive function ip 
any of its parts. Another untounded 
notion attached to this, is a sort of spe- 
cific power supposed to be possessed by 
mercury, in affections of the liver, and iu 
restoring healthy secretwns, as the ex- 
pression is. 

With respect to the pathology above 
alluded to, the effect appears to me to be 
taken for the cause; in consequence of 
which, the former is alone attended to in 
practice, while the latter is overlooked or 
neglected, or not treated with adequate 
attention. As to any specific power pos- 
sessed by mercury, either in the shape of 
calomel or the biue-pill, the opinion may 
be very safely rejected, because it rests 
upon nothing like satistactory evidence. 
The notion of a poi (such as mer- 
eury is, and often proves itself to be,) 
restoring healthy action, and regulating 
the secretions, at least in a direct way, 
is too absurd to be dwelt upon. Like 
other powerful agents, it may occasionally 
interrupt the course of various diseased 
actions, and no doubt those of the liver 
as well as others; but it is far too indis- 
criminately used, both for this and other 
It is very necessary you should 

sceptical with regard to the reports 
made on such subjects. 


REVIEW. 


4n Inquiry into the Seat and Nature of 
Fever, as deducible from the Phenomena, 
Causes, and Consequences of the Disease, 
the effects of Remedies, and the Appear- 
ances on Dissection.—By Henry CLUT- 
Tersuck, M.D., Member of the Royal 
College of Physicians, Senior Physi- 
cian to the General Dispensary, &c. 
8vo. pp. 494. Second Edition. Lon- 
dou, 1826, Anderson. 


Tue former edition of this Work ap- 
peared nearly twenty years ago, and 
although the antiphlogistic or cooling 
plan of treatment had at that period 
more or less obtained, and the author's 
doctrines in their full extent have been 
but feebly supported ; it is easy to ob- 
serve that they have considerably influ- 
enced the practice of physicians, con- 
tributed much to discourage the indiscri- 
minate use of cordial and tonic medi- 
cines, and to establish a rational method 
of treatment in febrile diseases. Although 
few will go the length with our author to 
assert, that in every case of idiopathic 
fever the brain is inflamed, it cannot be 
denied that delirium, or some degree of 
mental alienation, indicating, at least, 
some functional derangement, or erethism, 
as it has been called, of that organ is 
usually present. How far does this state 
differ from inflammation, which is often 
transitory, evanescent, and, to the dismay 
of the morbid anatomist, leaves not a 
trace behind! Bichat is a strong autho- 
ritory upon this point; he says (Anat. 
Gen, Vol. I. 570,) “* A serous membrane 
may have been considerably inflamed 
during life, and yet present nearly a na- 
tural appearance after death; and it is 
just the same inerysipelas. I should fre- 
quently,” he adds, ‘ on dissection have 
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been induced to pronounce the non-exist- 
ence of an affection which had actually 
taken place. The same remark is appli- 
cable to the cellular tissue and mucous 
surfaces, affected with inflammation.” 
“Wanting this knowledge, as he remarks, 
‘he was often led into error respecting the 
intensity and even the existence of acute 
‘inflammation. The fact is well established’ 
and therefore the objection that the brain 
often appears healthy after death from 
fever, which has been urged against our 
author’s theory, cannot be maintained ; 
and if morbid appearances do present 
themselves to the anatomist, it must not 
be inferred that they caused the symp- 
toms which were observed during life, 
but are to be received as evidence only 
that disease has existed in the part, or, in 
other words, of an effect. 


“* This,” as the author justly observes, 


SEAT AND NATURE OF FEVER. 


morbid changes of structure,” implying, 
that as we know nothing of the first link 
in the chain of diseased action, that is, 
the state bordering on, and interchanging 
with health, so we cannot, in any rational 
manner, ran through the series of changes 
up to dissolation, or draw any practical 
inference from what may be found af- 
terwards. 

It is true that the study of pathological 
anatomy has sometimes led to the neglect 
of symptomatology, and to the introduc- 
tion of bolder plans of treatment than 
circumstances should appear to warrant, 
but upon the whole, it is the proudest 
distinction that modern medicine can 
boast of, and, more than any thing else, a 
cause of the present advanced state of 
surgery. Generally it will neither sup- 
port nor discountenance the author's hy- 
pothesis, nor indeed does he seem to rely 


“isclear, when we refer to cases of epi- 
lepsy, mania, or other periodical affee- 
tions of the brain; where alterations of 
cerebral structure are frequently found, 
which, having once taken place, must of 
necessity be permanent, alihongh the 
symptoms are of occasional occurrence 
only, And the same conclusion may be 
drawn from the great similarity observed 
in the morbid appearances, after different 
diseases of the brain ; so that in fact it 
would puzzle, I believe, the best anato- 
mist to indicate, from post mortem ap- 
pearances merely, the disease under 
which the patient had laboured; or, on 
the other hand, to predict, with any to- 
Jerable certainly and precision, what the 
appearances would be after death, from 
any given set of symptoms manifested 
during lite. The essence of disease, in 
short, consists in something far more 
subtle and fleeting than the gross changes 
that are to he detected by the knife of the 
anatomist.” 


Pathological researches, observes Dr. 


much upon it, for he says (Pref. p. 23.) 
' I do not know how to explain the sa- 
lutary effects of bloodletting in the cure of 
fever, now so generally admitted, without 
“referring to the supposed inflammatory 
| nature of the disease.” 

| We have reason to know that blood- 
Hletting as here recommended, has been 
' sufficiently successful in the practice of 
Dr. Clutterbuck, and that with some 
practitioners it has been improperly em- 
ployed, and carried to a dangerous ex- 
cess. While therefore we recommend 
the work to the notice of the profession, 
we intreat our junior friends to study it 
attentively, ere they employ that general 
plan of treatment which, prima facie, it 
might appear to inculcate. Dr. Clatter- 
j buck’s ideas of fever have been exten- 


Goode, rarely give the student “ any in-'Sively circulated through the medium ot 


formation concerning the elementary or this journal, which is our excuse for 
chemical changes that have taken place | the hasty view we have taken of the pre- 
im the animal fluids; and may leat him, |8€@t ¢redite and clever performance. 


in a thousand instances, to mistake effects 
for causes, the results of symptoms or 
aceidents for that of idiopathy, even in} 
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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


Hydrocephalus Internus. By Protessor 
Naegele of Heidelberg. (Heideib 
Klin. Jahrb. 1825.) 


A Jewess, 18 years of age, was admitted 
towards the end of her pregnancy, into 
the lying-in institution belonging to the 
university of Heidelberg. Soon atter ad- 
mission, labour pains came on; the mouth 
of the uterus became dilated, but it was 
ascertained, that from the size of the 
child’s head, there were little hopes ot 
its being able to pass through in the na. 
tural way; the umbilical chord pulsated 
no longer, and the perforation was on 
these accounts resolved on. This opera- 
tion allowed ot the escape of an enormous 
quantity of serum, and delivery took 
place without any further assistance from 
art. The foetus presented externally, ex- 
cepting in the head, the proportions and 
appearance of a well-formed child ; it 
weighed about seven pounds. The con- 
junctiva was observed to form a cul-de- 
sae, which being continued over the eye, 
covered it entirely; a disposition which 
tends to confirm the opinion of those ana- 
tomists, who think the conjunctiva conti- 
nued over the transparent cornea. The 
cornea was altogether opaque, the other 
parts of the eye were in the natural state. 
There was a separation of the upper lip 
forming the hare lip, complicated with a 
division of the soft palate. 

Interior of the Cranium.—Cousiderable 
quantity of serum effused under the dura 
mater. After the separation of the two 
hemispheres, the corpus callosum was 
found quite detached, and the lateral ven- 
tricles very much distended by a collec- 
tion of serum ; the optic nerves were ex- 
tremely small; the cerebellum, medulia 
oblongata and spinal marrow presented 
no anomaly. 

Thorar.—The right lung had only two 
lobes, whilst the lett had three. The base 
of the heart is situated behind the ster. 
nom, and the cartilages of the third and 
fourth left ribs; its apex was pointed to- 
wards the cartilage of the fifth right rib. 
The aorta proceeded from the fore part! 
of the right ventricle, then turned down 


* Archives Generales, May 1826. 


on the richt side of the spine, having first 
given of the arteria inominata; then the 
right common carotid, and, lastly, the 
right subclavian. The right anricle re- 
ceived the pulmonary veins, and were 
furni-hed with the mitral valves. The 
pulmonary artery arose from the left ven- 
tricle, and gave off at its bifurcation the 
ductus arteriosus, which was continued 
to the concave part of the arch of the 


.|aorta, on the same side of the origin of 


the right subclavian. The left auricle ré- 
ceived the vene cava, and was turuished 
with three semilunar valves. 


Abdomen.—The liver weighed only two 
ounces and a halt, and was situated in the 
left hypochondrium, its largest lobe o¢- 
cupied exclusively that region, whilst the 
smaller lobe was directed towards the 
right side, and covered the ports 
and a part of the stomach. The ga 
bladder was found, as usual, on the coit- 
cave surface of the liver. ‘Thé stomach 
occupied the other hypochondrtium ; 
sis cardiac extremity was directed to- 
wards the right, and the pylorus the left 
side; the spleen was also on the right 
side. The cecum was situated in the left 
iliac fossa, and its appendix vermiformis 
was in the same direction. The colon, 
on leaving the cecum, was continued 
towards the large lobe of the liver, 
then transversely from left to right, 
forming the sigmoid flexure in the right 
iliac fossa, and at last descended into the 
small pelvis on the right side of the sa- 
crum. The same change of situation was 
observed in the vessels, the aorta being a 
little towards the right, and the vema 
cava towards the left side, and so on. 


It is not rare to meet with transposi- 
tion of one or a few parts, but this can- 
not be said of cases like the above, 
where change of situation extended to 
all the thoracic and abdominal organs, 
and where it was accompanied with ano- 
malies and change, such as were found 
on the face and brain. The above fact 
may be compared to that which Torrez 
has inserted in the Memoires de Mathema- 
tique et de Physique presentés a I’ Acad. des 
Sciences, T.1. p. 136. 
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456 DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN FQ:TUS 


Contributions to the History of the Deve- 
sopment of the Human Fetus, during 
tne first three weeks after Conception. 
Dr Pockels’ Brunswick (Isis. 
Edited by Oken, and published at Jena.* 
Dee. 1825.) 


Accurate descriptions of the human ovam 


have generally been confined to a periud 
at which important parts are no longer to 
be observed. From this cause have arisen 
the numerons disputes on the existence 
of the vesicula umbilicalis, on the pre- 
sence of the intestines in this organ, the 
unsatisfactory views on tLe formation of 
the umbilical cord, as well as the com- 
plete misunderstanding of the most fre- 
quent cause of the death of embryo, and 
the abortus which takes place in the ear- 
lier months of pregnancy. Within the las 
few years, from among more than fittw 
human ova in the first six weeks of preg- 
nancy, Dr. Pockels bas had an opportu- 
nity of presersing tour perfectly formed, 
which came away between the eighth and 
sixteenth day after conception. They 
were taken out of the tunica decidua, and 
the blood adhering between the layers of 
the chorion being removed, they were 
gs for some hours in fresh water. 

examination was conducted under 
water, in the bottom of a black basin ; 
the ova were so fastened, that they night 
not be moved by the water, and that mi- 
nute observations with magnifying glasses 
might be made. The results of these 
observations are for the most part new, 
and, as Dr. P. thinks, of no slight inte- 
rest in the history of the development ot 
the human embryo. They appear to him 
also so clear, as to supersede the neces- 
sity of diffuse demonstrations ; and after 
enumerating what, up to the present 
time, is known on the subject, he briefly 
gives the results of his own iuvestiga- 
tions. 

1. The naturally formed ovum is, up to 
the lath day after conception, of the 
size of a nutmeg or small walnut. It lies 
imbedded with the chorion in the tunica 

i Hunteri; and after opening this 


coat, it may be removed from its bed 
withont tearing the layers of the chorion. 
There is no connexion whatever between 
the two coats through the medium of 
vessels. The cavity of the chorion con- 
tains a kind of red transparent fluid, of 
the consistence of the white of an egg; a 
delicate colouriess membrane traverses 
the fluid in different directions, very simi- 


* Edinburgh Med. and Surg. Journal. 


Vol. No. 87. 


lar to the structure of the humor vitreus 
in the eye. Of the coats which are said to 
line the chorion, in particular the allen- 
tois (allantoiaes), Dr. P. never saw any 
clear trace. 

2. In this albuminous kind of fluid con- 
tained within the chorion, lies the small 
bladder-like amuion ; in the first fourteen 
days after conception it is between the 
size of a pea and that of a bean, generally 
pyritorm, sometimes however globular. 
From want of practice in these examina- 
tions, the amnion is, on account of its 
smallcircumference and its trausparency, 
very easily removed from the sur: ound- 
ing fluid with the chorion, and then it is 
supposed that there is an ovum without 
an embryo; this was the case formerly 
with Dr. P. In order properly to lay it 
bare, the albuminous fluid, with its mem- 
brane, must be removed with great care, 
by means of forceps and scissors, then a 
small white body, the embryo and the 
organs connected with it, together with 
the bladder of the amnion, become appa- 
rent. The amnion is usually, by means 
of its pyriform peduncle, slightly connect- 
ed to the chorion at one point, throush a 
little condensed membrane, and projects 
with its conical extremity into the alba- 
minous fluid. The parietes are quite 
transparent, and it contains a clear fluid. 

3. The embryo appears to the naked 
eye, even in ova only tourteen days old, 
as a yellowish white body, scarcely a line 
(one-twelfth of an inch) in size, in the 
middle flat and pressed together ; at both 
ends thicker and a little rounded, and 
has the consistence of jelly. The embryo 
lies, up to the day after conception, 
external to the amnion, with its back in 
a flat depression, on the outer surtace of 
the amnion, and connected to it hy a 
clear cellular membrane ; and at first it is 
-o placed, as to admit of being raised 
from the amnion, without the ammon 
being opened. Its anterior surtace is 
turned towards the chorion. 

4. Somewhere about the eighth day 
the embryo adheres by its back to the 
externis surface of the amnion, and sinks 
in the peogress of development into the 
cavity of the omnion. Towards the six- 
teenth day the embryo lies in the cavity 
of the amnion, close on the inner surface 
of this bladder, without a navel-string. 
The head and posteriors may be my 
nised as small white projecting knots, 
back is still concave. During the ad- 
vancement of the process of evolution, 
the embryo sinks farther into the cavity 
of the amnion; the septum on the ante- 
rior surface becomes elongated. 

5. Before, and also a short time after 
the passage into the amnion, there are 
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DURING THREE WEEKS AFTER CONCEPTION. a7 


‘two organs in connexion with 
the embryo, which are also sitnaied ex- 
ternal to the amuion, viz. the vesicula ery- 
throvdes, and the vesicula umbilicalis. 

6. The vesicula erythroides, a part of the 
human ovum, up te the present time quite 
overlooked, is a kind of small bladder 
pressed together, rather long, and of a 
pytitorm shape, the rounded end of which 
rests on the amnion over the lower part 
of the embryo; and its smaller end opens 
into the abdominal part of the embryo, 
but a little before this it is slightly curved 
and dilated. In ova about eight or 
twelve days old, it is three times as long 
as the embryo; and in the fourth week 
after conception, is no more visible. It 
can very easily be raised with the embryo 
from the external surface of the amnion ; 
sometimes, however, it is so firmly con- 
nected with the amnion, that it is difficult 
to separate the one from the other. 

7. The vesicula erythroides is transpa- 
rent, of a milk-white colour, and in its 
parietes, which, in proporticn to the size 
of the vesicle, are large, there can be 
seen a number of small red globules 
spread about in all directions, but which, 
however, soon lose their colour in -pirits 
of wine. There are several groups in the 
form of a double string, interrupted how- 
ever, in which at first the yellowish white 

lobules can only be observed. Imme- 

iately after the entrance of the embryo 
into the cavity of the amnion, this string 
orcord (Strang) appears to the naked eye 
asa vermiform cord lying in the holiow 
of the vesicula erythroides, which, in the 
middie ot the vesicula, divides itself into 
two canals, which are only to be observed 
with the help of very strong magnitying 
glasses, and thus passes into the abde- 
men of the embryo. 

8. On the passage of the embryo into 
the cavity of the amnion, the broad end 
of the vesicula erythroides separates itselt 


from the amnion, follows the abdomen of 


the embryo that retracts into the sheath 
formed by the amnion, fills it quite out, 
aud in the human ovum this tunica ery- 
throides becomes the umbilical cord. This 
occurs about the third week; and in natu- 
ral ova at this period after conception, 
the vesicula erythroides is no more to be 
found entire, lying on the amnion. On 
the contrary, one often sees in the natu- 


ral ova, even at the fourth and fifth week,| proce 


hear the insertion of the umbilical cord, 
the broad but more obliterated end of the 
erythroides as a white lamella, opposite 
to the vesicnla umbilicalis, resting on the 
amnion, and passing over into the sheath 
of the navel-string. 

9 The vermitorm string (sect. 7.) formed 
in the vesicula erythroides, draws itself up 


into several turns or folds towards the 
abdomen of the embryo ; its simple round- 
edremains in the VESICULA ERYTHROIDES ; 
its two shrank up canals surrounded by 
the erythroides go into the embryo; and 
the cavity of the vesicula erythroides be- 
comes gradnally obliterated trom its broad 
end towards the abdomen of the embryo, 
On the abdomen, there remains in the re- 
gular state, up to the tenth or eleventh 
week, a small hole of the vESICULA FRY- 
THROIDES, in communication with the ca- 
vity of the abdomen, and here are found 
very late some of the folds of the intes- 
tines, as is now sufficiently well known. 
About the 20th day these bent-up strings 
pass over into the embryo: and now the 
middie part of the embryo does not ap- 
pear any more flat, the back no longer 
concave, the abdomen projecting and 
filled, 

10. The most accurate possible obser- 
vation of the above mentioned gradations 
in the formation of this vermiform string, 
of its passage into the abdomen of the 
embryo—its partial remaining behind in 
the abdominal extremity of the navel- 
String, as real intestines, places it, ac- 
cording to my opinion, beyond all doubt, 
that the fact discovered by OKEN, in the 
mammalia, also oceurs in the human em- 
bryo ; viz. that the intestines, in part, at 
least, arise in the vesicula erythroides, 
in the human subject; not, however, out 
of the coats of the erythroides, but in its 
cavity. 

li. The vesicula umbilicalis is the se- 
cond essential organ external to the ca- 
vity of the amnion, which stands in con- 
nexion with the embryo. It is a globular 
vesicle, rather larger than the embryo, 
rests a little above the top of the head of 
the embryo, loosely attached to the am- 
nion, Itis generally of a yellowish white 
colour, transparent, sometimes completely 
so, and clear as water, filled with a clear 
fluid, which does not become turbid in 
spirits of wine. I have never been able 
to observe a trace of red globules, and 
much less vessels in or upon it. It in- 
creases in size up to the existence of the 
navel-string, in proportion with the em- 
bryo ; but then maintaining, at the utmost. 
two lines in diameter, it does not increase 
any more. 

12. From the vesicula umbilicalis, there 
eds an extremely fine canal, about 
one to three lines in length, appearing to 
the naked eye as a delicate white thread, 
close over the embryo into the vesicuia 


erythroides, where this becomes curved 
and dilated. Immediately after the real 
existence of the intestines (sect. 9.) there 
may be seen, by the aid of powerful magn:- 
fying glasses, two delicate threads going 
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from the eanal into the vesicula ery- 
throides, one of which extended towa 
the embryo ; the other, however, appear 
ed to extend in a coutrary direction, but 
which, on account of the great fineness 
# the parts, 1 could not with certainty 
observe. 

13. After the existence of the umbili- 
eal cord, the vesicula uwmbilicalis unites 
with the external surface of the amnion; 
and as the amnion becomes more dis- 
tended by fluid, the bilicali 
separates itself more and more from its 
original point of attachment from the in- 
sertion of the navel-string, with propor- 
tional elongation of the canal, which 
stands in connexion with the vesicula ery- 
throides. The vesicul bilicalis becomes 
obliterated and converted to a white 
round spot, and even exists in this state 
sometimes to the end of the third month 
of pregnancy. The fine canal, both of 
whose branches pass over with the folds 
of the intestine, through the vesicula 
erythroides, into the embryo, forms the 
emphalomeseraic vessels, which are to 
be seen as late as the ninth week; it be- 
comes obliterated with the vesicula umbi- 
licalis, and changed to a very fine white 
thread, that rnns in the chord to the em- 
bryo, and divides itself at the mysentery 
into two branches. I have never been 
able, either in this canal or its branches, 
to discover a trace of red blood. 

14. Both organs, the vesicula erythroides, 
and vesicula umbilicalis, are essentially 
necessary to the development of the em- 
bryo. It is probable that the vesicula 
umbilicalis in the human ovam, is similar 
to one of those vesicular distentions, from | 
which the tunica erythroides of animals 
springs*, but that in the human subject 
it appears as a particular organ. It is 
probable that its fluid is employed in the 
development of the embryo, up to the 
formation of the umbilical vessels; that 
this process partly takes place by the 
vasa omphalomeseraica, which at the 
same time open with the formation of the 
intestine, into the vesicula erythroides. It 
is further likely that the proper umbilical 
vessels develop themselves into the pa- 
rietes of the vesicula erythroides, arising 
either from the embryo, or taking their 
origin in the parietes of this organ. 

15. We find proots of these views in the 
examination of unnatural human ova. 
When both organs are wanting, and per- 
haps from the commencement, then the 
embryo is found like a small stria, which 


* Oken Beytriige, Heft. I. Tab. IIL. 
fig. 3. x. y. 


THE HUMAN FCTUS. 


is scarcely visible, or as an irregular le 
mella (Blattchen,) hanging by an ex- 
tremely delicate thread, into the cavity of 
the amnion, which is unproportionally 
distended with fluid. The embryo is often 
so small, that it is sought for sometimes in 


.vain in the large bladder; sometimes 


there is only a very smail thread present, 
as the remains of the umbilical cord; 
sometimes also the diseased ovum is quite 
empty. If the vesicula erythroides adheres 
too firmly to the amnion, then the ambi- 
lical cord is like a short thin thread, or 
a sheath filled with saline matter, in which 
no trace of the folds of the intestines is 
to be found, but some vessel-like threads 
going from the embryo to the centre, the 
rudiments of the umbilical vessels are to 
be seen. The embryo has in these cases 
always an empty, either transparent, or 
pressed together, belly ; it is always de- 
formed, and appears only by its own 
peculiar powers, sparingly to vegetate, 
antil it is expelled from the uterus. The 
vesicula erythroides is tound in such dis- 
eased ova, proportionally very large, ex- 
tending as a snow-white line, from the 
point of insertion of the navel-string, 
from one to two inches over the amnion, 
with the outer surface of which it is firmly 
connected. By the powerful distention of 
the amuion bladder, the vesicula ery- 
throides in these cases, is as long as the 
thread of the vesicula umbilicalis. The 
vesicula, umbilicalis disappears, according 
to Dr. P.’s observations, either entirely, 
or it becomes obliterated with its canal 
too early, if the vesicula erythroides Joes 
not enter into the sheath of the umbilical 
chord. The only remnant which is thea 
found of it, is a white lamella, adhering 
fast to the amnion, easily, however, over- 
looked, from which a thread extends itself 
towards the insertion-point of the navel- 
string, but frequently before the point 
becomes lost in the amnion. 


The vesicula erythroides, the existence 
of which, in the early state of the human 
embryo, it is the object of Dr. Pockels’ 
paper to show, was noticed by Everard 
as existing in animals, in his work enti- 
tled “ Novus et Genuinus hominis Brutique 
Animalis exortus ;* and we find an engrav- 
ing of it in Needham’s Observationes Ana- 
tomive+, under the name of corpus glan- 
dulosam Everhardi quod fatum utero con- 


* Melib, 1661. 
+ Leyden, 1743. 
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sectit, Dr. Pockels, however, is the first 
to assert its being present in the human 
embryo, a point which naturally requires 
further investigation before a decided 
opinion can be given on it. With respect 
to the vesicula umbilicalis, an engraving of 
which was first, we believe, given by Al- 
binus * in 1754, and afterwards by Wris- 
berg ¢ in 1764, we will just state that its 
presence in the human embryo is now ad- 
mitted by nearly all the Continental ana- 
tomists. The late Osiander in Gottingen 
certainly denied its presence; and, in the 
beautiful collection of human embryos 
which he left behind him, it is not to be 
seen; but it conld only have happened 
that these were malformed, or that from 
some accident the vesicula was removed, 
for it has fallen to the lot of almost every 
anatomist in modern times to see it, and 
its existence is placed beyond all doubt. 


Philomatic Society. 


M. de Blainville communicated to this 
society at its sitting on the 15th of April, 
that Spallanzani had observed, that among 
the intusorial animals, those belonging to 
the two classes designated him the 
rotiferes and tardigrades, had the power of 
being recalled to life on being plunged 
into water, even it they had been dead 
some time. The possibility of this fact 
has been doubted in modern times, but 
M. de Blainville possesses one of these 
animals which he has resuscitated twelve 
times, after having kept it sometimes in 
a state of a desication, from the effects of 
which it appeared completely dead. 


| 
* Academ. Annot. Liber. 15, Leide. 


+ Descriptio Anat. Embryonis Obs. | 
illus. Gott. 


A man, sixty-eight years of age, by 
trade a perfumer, of a bilions tempera- 
ment, and a spare habit, was attacked 
with an hydrocele of the left side, at the 
age of forty-two, for vhich he was ope- 
rated on by incision. A short time afcer 
recovery from the operacon, the same 
disease showed itself on the right side, 
together with a cutaneous affection, 
which had made considerable progress. 
From this time, his health became broken 
up, the upper and lower extremities be- 
came swollen, and these, together with 
a great part of the trunk, especially the 
lumbar region, presented a considerable 
number of pearl-like scales, round, and 
for the most part easily detached from 
the skin, which was red, smooth, and dr 
beneath. Here and there were some small 
buttons, without any change of the coluur 
of the skin at their base, and covered with 
very thin white shining scales. On re- 
moving the scales, the tops of these small 
buttons appeared very red. The disease had, 
according to the patient's account, com- 
menced with similar buttons on the wrist, 
that it had afterwards extended to the 
tore, and upper arm, and the other parts 
which we have mentioned. His health 
became worse, an aflection of the chest 
came on, from the effect of which he 
died 


Inspectio Cadaveris. 

Some old adhesions of the lungs to the 
pleura-costalis, were found, bronchitis, 
and pneumonia of the left side, together 
with great organic change of the stomach, 
The skin was pale, slightly yellow; the 
scales less shining or briiliant than during 
life; the subjacent parts presented no 
redness, and there was no elevation of 
the surface of the skin. Several por- 
tions of it covered with scales, in the 
different stages of their tormation, were 
submitted to maceration in water. At 
the end of fifteen days, the epidermis 
separated with the greatest ease, and we 
discovered that the scales, even those 
the least advanced in their development, 
were separated from the cutis by a thick- 


ened layer of the epidermis. This was 
also the case with the scales of longer 
standing. From this it appears, that the 


* Nouvelle Bibliotheque Medicale, 


April. 
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Dartre squammeuse lichenode, (Ali- 
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TORRHGA.— OSSIFICATION OF THE RETINA. 


scales are formed on the external surface 
of the epidermis. May this not also be 
the case with all the true squamons affec- 
tions, such as the lepra psoriasis, aud 
whthyosis of Bateman. If these scales are 
not a disease of the epidermis, as Bate- 
man thought they were, but rather the re- 
sult of a slight inflammation of the super- 
ficial layers of the dermis, according to 
the opinivn of M. Biett, which appears to 
us the most probable ; then the epidermis 
is an unorganized body, and the morbid 
secretion traverses it as the perspiration 
in a state of health does, and deposits it- 
self on the external surface of the epider- 
mis, merely covered by a slight lamella, 
which on the one hand becomes connected 
with the skin, and on the other disten«!s 
itself in the scab, increases in size, and 
breaks when the latter detaches itself. 


Extract of the Report by M. Robert, on 
the preceding Case. 


An attentive examination of the ana- 
tomical specimens presented by M. 
Philouze has convinced us of the accuracy 
of his observations, but the explication 
which he gives of the formation of the 
scales does not appear to us to hold good. 
The slight permeability of the epidermis, 
tells against his opinion, and moreover he 
left us to divine of what the lamella con- 
sists which covers the scale, and which is 
connected with the epidermis at its cir- 
cumference. The tollowing apjears to me 
to be the mode of their formation; the 
irritation of the superficial layers ot the 
skin of the mucous body determines to its 
surface, and under the epidermis the 
exhalation of an albuminons matter, in the 
same way as the application of a blister, 
determines under the epidermis the ac- 
cumulation of a certain quantity of serum ; 
this exudation soon dries. But the mucous 
body on which it rests, and which has 
the property of reproducing its epi- 
dermis with great facility, cannot remain 
long time thus denuded ; a new pellicule 
is rapidly formed, and the albuminous 
layer is then contained between two layers 
of, the epidermis; the one old and ex- 
ternal, the other internal and of new 
formation. 


Otorrhea,* 


MM. Itard, Bagneris, and Boissean, 
read a report before the Academy, on 
the 11th of April, on acase which had 
been transmitted to it by M. Pichot, 


* Archives Generales, May. 


physician at Bercy. The case was thet 
of a young girl, who, after having been 
cured of cruste lactew, which she had 
from ber infancy, was attacked with an 
otorthea, and partial deafness. A mark- 
ed amelioration was obtained by the use 
of revulsious to the skin, and injections of 
the decoction of saponaria into the 
meatus, from the use of which, a cure 
was nearly produced, when all of a sud- 
den, pains in the ear with fever came on, 
and a copious seropurulent discharge 
the meatus anditorius ; the orifice of 
which was swollen, and the bottom filled 
with a kind of ypous excrescence, 
Repeated applications of leeches behind 
the angle of the jaw, prodaced a cessa- 
tion of the symptoms ; but on the eighth 
day they re-appeared with increased vio- 
lence, accompanied with convulsions and 
other symptoms of encephalitis. These 
did not yield to any treatment, and on 
the thirtieth day the patient died, after 
having a few hours betore discharged by 
the ear, with a kind of explosion, a great 
quanty of feetid pus. 

On opening the body, a softening 
of the lett cerebral hemisphere was 
found, in the centre of which were 
three ounces of pus, The membrane 
lining the external meatus and in- 
ternal ear, were of a red-brown colour, 
and covered with pus. No communica- 
tion was detected between the di-ease of 
the brain, and that of the ears ; the bones 
of the cranium were entire. The author 
of the case thinks that the imprudent cure 
of the tinea produced by metastasis the 
inflammation of the ear, then that of the 
brain ; and that the inflammation spread 
by continuity from the first organ to the 
second. The reporters do not coincide 
with the first opinion, and as for the 
second, the post-mortem examinati.n 
contradicts it, since the bones of the cra- 
nium inter: between the two organs 
were sou 


Academy of Medicine. Sitting *f the 
13th of April.—Ossification of the Re- 
tina, 


M. Reveillé Parise together with M. De- 
mours made a report on a case of ossifi- 
cation of the retina, presented by M. 
Manoury, surgeon, at Chartres. The 
subject of this case was a man sixty-seven 


years of age, and blind from his fortieth 
year, in consequence of wounds received 


‘inthe eye. The man having died of pul- 


monary catarrh, M. Manoury dissected 
the eyes with care; they had, however, 
‘been atrophic for along time previous 
to hie decease. 
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The right eye was no more than the/quick; the pulsation of the heart at 
qnarter part of its ordinary size, and had | some times very rapid, at others quite 
lost its original form; the cornea was not|snspended. Skin hot and dry, great 
more than haif a line of extent in all its thirst, tongne dry, and covered with a 
diameters, had increased in thickness, | yellow fur. Degiutition of solid sub- 
and lost its transparency. Internally the | stances easy, but the sight of liquids, 
eye was empty, and the iris, the structure | even ata considerable distance, excited 
of which could scarcely be discovered, | horrible convulsions. Bloodletting, cale- 
adhered to the posterior surface of the| mel, belladonna and frictions along the 
cornea. Theleft eye had lost half of its | spinal cord, were ordered, but these pro- 
natural size, the cornea was thicker, | duced no effect; the disease increased in 
smaller, and opaque; at the fore and violence, and on the sixth day after his 
outer part, eye admission he died. 

catrix effect of one o wounds. 

Inspectio Cadaveris.—Extreme softness 
thick the scl the pineal and pituitary glands ; spinal 

scle- | marrow healthy ; salivary glands indu- 
roti in some parts, thicker in others, pre- rated and increased ia sige. Some gan- 
“oid. and pharynx. The thyroideal gland was 
“aia larger and softer than in the natural 
Cth adhere (0 It, | state; it was of a deep brown colour, and 
con fi nine esophagus was inflamed in the whole of 
» polinneds fine WAKE | its extent, and presented some traces of 

our, transparent in half of its extent, gangrene ; the same alterations were ob- 
and rough part. Ma-| served on the diaphragm ; the mucous 
membrane of the stomach and the duo- 
an te hi denum were very red, and the pancreas 
th ti had undergone the same alteratious as the 
beit nerve Passed without! salivary glands, and presented certain 
ng at all adherent to it. The reporters ks of infl Re 
remark that ossification of the retina al-|"™“"** 
been already observed 
y Haller, Morgagni, Scarpa, and late 


Sutures in Wounds of the Bladders 
hagitis accompanied with symptoms of M. Mai d " 
dw Dr. Pfeufer, third Reports of MM Maingest and 
physician to the general hospital at|%at, on a paperof M. Pinel Grandchamp, 
Bamberg. (Heidelb. Klin. Jahrh.| entitled “ Expeiiments on animals, tend- 
wees) ing to establish the advantages of the 


Y. Kneis, 2xtat. 48, of asanguineous tem- ini 
perament, diminutive stature, but strong 


and robust, had always enjoyed a good 
state of health, About a year and a 
half ago, a small dog seized him by the 
calf of the leg, an accident to which he 
paid but slight attention, as all mark of 
the bite disappeared in a few days, and 
the dog presented no morbid symptoms. 
But at the distance of time first mentioned, 
he was engaged in some hard work, 
daring which he drank considerable 
quant ties of beer and spring-water. In 
the evening of the same day, he felt great 
difficulty in swallowing liquids, weight in 
the extremities, and such a coldness all 
over as to compel him to goto bed. On 
the following day the same symptoms stil! 
continued, tor which a medical man who 
was called in, prescribed some opening 
pills. On the third day he was brought 


union of wounds of the bladder, and 
preventing extravasation of urine.” 


The author of these experiments em- 
ployed with snecess the suture of the 
bladder, having first made a wound in 
that organ, ou dogs, cats, guinea pigs, and 
rabbits, and in these animals the woued 
was made in the most depending situation 
of the bladder. In the tirst series of ex- 
periments on 21 dogs, twelve were entirely 
cured, four are in a fair way of recovery, 
and five died. In the second, nine out of 
ten succeeded, and in the third only three 
out of seven. The commissioners of the 
sitting killed several dogs which had been 
operated on by M. Pincl, and had reco- 
vered, in order to ascertain the state of 
the internal parts. 1. Inthree dogs ope- 


to the hospital ; the pulse was small, but 


rated on two months before by M. Pinel 
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HUFELAND ON THB RADIX CAINCGE, 


a complete cieatrix was formed, and in 
one of the dogs 2 fold of intestine had 
become adherent to it. 2. In two others 
the suture which had not been removed 
formed the nucleus of a stone, the bladder 
was thickened and inflamed, the cicatrix 
was firm. 3. In another which had 
some on fifteen days beiore, and frum 
the suture had been removed 

on the third day, the cicatrix was nearly 
complete. 4. th another dog 
on fifteen days before, the bladder had 
contracted adhesions with the omentum ; 
the cicatrix was incomplete, and the 
urine flowed throngh the wound. From 
these and simi’ar experiments they con- 
clude that the suture onght to be removed 
in a few days after its employment, for 
without this employment it might give 
rise to the formation of a calculus ; in 
the second place, that if the wound even 
of the bladder should not be cicatrized 
when the suture is withdrawn, the vessels 
contract adhesions with the parietes of? 
the abdomen which prevent all extrava- 
sation; that in man the edges of the 
wound of the abdomen may be kept open 
in order to let the suture remain longer 
and withdraw it later, and lastly, that the 
experiments of M. Pinel lead us to be- 
lieve that this practice may be applied to 
man. 

N. B. The suture used was that com- 
monly known under the name of Pelle- 
tior’s suture. 


Spina- Bifida. 

There is a case of supposed spina-bjfida 
mentioned in the Revue Medicale for May 
of this year, which was cured by scarifi- 
cations. If this case was one that left no 
doubt on the mind of the reader that it 
was spina-bifida, the cure, and the means 
adopted for the cure, would not fail to 
prove of the highest interest to the pro- 
fession; but for our part we have doubts 
as to the authenticity of the case. 


Aneurisms.—M. Baron Larry presented 

the Academy two soldiers, recovering 
from aneurism—the one was varicose 
aneurism of the external iliac vein, which 
had come on afier a wound made by the 
point of a sword. The other an en- 
cysted, or false aneurism of the right 
common carotid near to the arteria in- 


ominata, and prodaced by a sabre 
wound. These two patients were treated 
first by Valsalva’s plan, by ice, and after- 
wards by moxas applied as near as pos- 
sible to the seat of the disease. 


Rupture of the Intestines, followed by 
Emphysema. 


There is a curious case of rupture of the 
jejunum, in the Archives Generales for 
May, occasioned by a contusion of the ab- 
domen, which was followed by general 
emphysema. In general, infiltration of 
air into the cellular tissues, especially 
when it is considerable, arises from 
wounds of some part of the air passages, 
but in the case to which we allude there 
could not be discovered the slightest trace 
of such lesion. 


THERAPEUTICS. 


On the use of Belladonna as a 

lactic in Scarlatina. (Rust’s Magazin, 

far die gesammte Hielkunde, xx vel. 

p- 182.) 
Severat notices have been published of 
late, particularly in German journals, 
regarding the prophylactic virtues of the 
extract of belladonna in epidemics of 
scarlatina. The following experiments 
made at the orphan hospital of Langen- 
dorf in Prassia, Dr. Randhahn, phy- 
sikus of the place, is one of the strongest 
facts in favour of the alleged property. 
In one of the apartments of the hospital 
two children were attacked by scarlet 
fever, in February 1825, and 160 others 
were exposed to it. A solution of three 
grains of the extract of belladonna in an 
ounce of a vinous infusion of cinnamon, was 
given to each, in small doses, duving the 
whole month of February. Up to the 2ist 
of April, when the report was made by the 
physician, not a single case had occurred 
among them, and even two who lived in 
the same chamber with those affected did 
not suffer. 


Hufeland on the Radix Caince, as a new 
remedy agamst Dropsy. (Hufeland’s 
Journal, February, 1826.) 

Tue materia medica has acquired a very 

an important remedy against dropsy. In 

a letter from M. Von Langsdorf to Pro- 

fessor Kluge on the use of the Radix 
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ZITMANN’S ANTISYPHILATIC DECOCTION. 408° 


Caince racemosa Martii,) we 
are informed that the root of this plant is 
celebrated in Minas Geraes in Brazil, as 
a very efficacious medicine. Its proper- 
ties are a drastic not debilitating, but 
tonic purge, a good diuretic and a most 
active enemenagogue. On account of its 
pungent and nauseating smell and taste, it 
often canses vomiting, although no emetic 
iple has as yet been discovered in it. 
irritation of the nerves and hysteric 
cases, this medicine has also been found 
efficacious, but its principal property is that 
the root has been proved to be a radical 
remedy indropsy. It is used in the form 
of an infusion, about two drachms of the 
root to a pint of boiling water; this is 
allowed to rest over night and is taken in 
the form of tea ance or twice a day; or 
to commence with two table spoonfuls, 
three or four times aday, of a decoction 
of two drachms of the root boiled in a 
pound and half of water down to eight 
ounces, 

It appears, therefore, that this medi- 
cine belongs to that class of antihydropic 
remedies, which by their resinous drastic 
qualities produce alvine evacuations, as 
well as a secretion of urine, as for in- 
stance gamboge, elaterium, colocynth, 
bryony. 


Remarks on the Antisyphilitic Decoction 
Zitmann. By Professor Cuetius. Hi 
delberg. (Heidelberger Klinische An- 
nalten, No. I. 1825.*) 

The author, after noticing the different 

means employed up to the present time, 

against syphilitic affections, comes to the 

ion ot Zitmann, of the superiority of 
which over all the other therapeutic 
agents of the same class his own expe- 

rience has firmly convinced him. e 

decoction of Zitmann was employed to- 

wards the middle of the last century by 
him whose name it now bears, and the 
composition of it remained a secret till 

1795, when Theden made it known. Not- 

withstanding the success which Theden 

obtained from its employment, this phar- 
maceutical preparation soon became for- 
gotten. Professor Chelius having wit- 
nessed during the last ten years, its ef- 
ficacy in the most inveterate cases of 
syphilis, has, since that period, made use 
of it not only in this disease, but in scro- 
fala and other affections of this kind. All 
his pupils who have observed the good 
effects which he constantly experiences 
from the employment of the decoction of 
Zittman at the surgical clinic of Heidel- 


berg, have had recourse in their own prac- 
tice to the same remedy. The wre ad- 
vantages which it offers are, Ist. It cures 
(a) all recent venereal affections ; (4) all" 
those which have resisted mercury in 
other forms; (¢) the symptoms occa- 
sioned by this metal. 2d. The cure is 
not protracted longer than ten or twenty 
days. 3d. The treatment, far from affect- 
ing the general health of the —— in- 
creases its vigour and strength, Persons 


particularly weak and rickety, bear it 

without experiencing any unpleasant: 

symptom. 4th. Zitmann’s decoction, by 

its moderate price, is within the reach of 

every patient. (Here several cases fol- 

low, Illustrating the excellence of this 
med 


remedy.) 

We will now point out the com 
of the decoction, and the mode 
nistering it. 


1, Strong Decoction. 
Rad. Sarsap. 3xij. 
Coque ex aq. Ibxxiv. per h. 
Add celum. sacch. 3jss. 
Mercur. duic. §ss. 
Cinnab. antim. 
In nod. ligat. su 
Fol. senna, §iij. 
Rad. liquor. §jss. 
Sem. anis. vulg. foenicul. a a 
Col. lib. xvj. 


ition 
admi- 


coct. admisce; 


2. Weak Decoction. 
Resid. decoct. fort. 
Rad. sarsap. a 
Coq. cum aq. font. xiv. subfin, 
. adde. 

Palv. cort. citr. 

— cinnam. ae 3iij. 

—— cardam. 

Rad. liquor, 

Colat. thxvj. 
The patient commences by taking 12 of 
the following pills :— 
R Hydr. subm. gr. xxiv. 

Rad. jalap. pulv. 5jss. into 80 pills. 
The four following days he drinks in the 
morning a bottie of strong decoc- 
tion, slightly warmed, and in the after- 
noon the same quantity of weak decoc- 
tion at the usual temperature. On the 
sixth day the use of laxatives is to be re- 
peated, and the four following days, that 
of the decoctions as before ; at the same 
time the patient is limited in diet to two 
ounces of lamb or roast veal, with a si- 
milar quantity of white bread per diem, 
and on the day of purgation some soup 


only. It is important that the patient 
should remain in bed during this treat- 
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ment, and also remain quiet a few days 
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INPANTICIDE, 


afterwards, drinking at the same time 
wome sndorific tisane, and observing a 
grict diet. If after this the symptoms 
fave not entirely thrown off their syphi- 
Stic character, a second course of the 
same treatment must be adopted, but in 
the majority of cases, ten or twelve days 
are ient to remove the or 

they 


at least to modify them so 
require no further 


treatment. 


INFANTICIDE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—The ready admission and exten- 
sive circulation which you gave to my 
paper on simple and contaminated panc- 
ture, induces me to request admission at 

discretion to some remarks on the 
crime of infanticide, the perpetrators of 
which now almost always escape convic- 
tion from the very erroneous impression 
made un the minds of judges, and those 
legally concerned, very excellent 
paper of the late Dr. William Hunter, in 
the medical transactions of the College of 
Physicians. 

My remarks were originally intended 
for one of the numbers of the Medical 
Spectator, if health and spirits had en- 
abled me to continue that publication with 
dueregularity. Lam, Sir, with best wishes 
for the continued success of the very 
useful and popular work, ‘ime Lancer, 


Your obedient servant, 
Joun Suerwin, M.D. 
Bath, June 27. 


The long suspension of the Medical 
Spectator having put a stop to the favours 
of my old and numerous correspondents, 
it is with great pleasure that Fohaoe 
ledge and subjoin the following, from ene 
with whose communications I have, on for- 
mer occasions, many years ago, been oiten 
indulged. 

Six,—In the character of Medical 
Spectator which you have formerly well 


supported, IT trast vou will not be averse 
t> receive and publish the following 


Remonstrance. 


The public papers have lately informed 
us Sir, that a learned judge, upon a 
bench of criminal justice, has asserted 
tnat the Inngs of a new-born infant tloat 
ing on the surface of water, is no longer 


deemed a proof that the child had been 
born alive. Nay more, that this test is. 
now completely exploded as a vulgar. 
error. Permit me, Sir, to remonstrate 
with the learned judge, for the valgar 
error is now, most assuredly, on the con- 
trary side, Ever since the publication of 
the late Dr. Willian Hunter's excellent 
paperin the Medical Transactions, it has 
been the fashion, even with medical wit- 
nesses, to decry this old and excellent 
criterion. Yet all that Dr. Hunter's ob- 
servations have established is, that in con- 
sequence of pene the lungs of a 
stiil-born infant will float, and conse- 
quently that the criterion is not always to 
be received as demonstration, without 
proper caution, 

Let any one, Sir, try the experiment 
and he will find the following to be the 
real facts: A portion from the longs of a 
still-born child, or any other animal that 
has not breathed, will sink in water; but 
if the animal have breathed vigorously, a 
similar portion will float lighter thana 
cork or a feather; and no mechanical 
compression will afterwards deprive it of 
this property. Such a portion taken from 
the lungs of a still-born child must be in 
high state of putrefaction before it will 
float ; and the floating, even in the high- 
est state of putrefaction, will be very 
imperfect, when compared with the 
buoyancy of the lung of an infant that 
had enjoyed respiration. The difference 
is such, Sir, that it will scarcely be neces- 
sary for the medical examiner to make 
use of his nose ; which may always tell 
him to what cause the floating of the lung 
of a still born babe ought to be ascribed. 


In every case of this kind that may come 
before a jury, a well informed judge or 
councellor will undoubtedly ask the ques- 
tion whether or no any attempts have 
been made to restore or to excite anima- 
tion, by artificial respiration? Because 
in that case, a portion of the lung of a 
still-born infant will, most certainly, float 
as light as a feather ; exactly in the same 
manner as it would have done if the child 
had been born in the most healthy state 
of animal existence. 

I conceive, Sir, this to be a fair case 
for the animadversion of the Medical 
Spectator, and remain, with the best 
wishes for the saccess of his resumed 
lucubrations, 


Sir, your obedient servant, 
E.R. 
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THE LANCET: 
London, Saturday, July 8, 1826. 


Notarne is more calculated to lessen 
the influerce of the Press, than frequent 
actions for libel; nothing, in fact, is more 
decidedly calculated to destroy the power 
of that mighty engine, than the practice 
of dragging public writers into courts of 
law for occasionally expressing them. 
selves in harsh or severe terms on men 
and measures ; of men personally, it is not 
the business of a critic to speak. The 
man should only be reached through the 
medinm of those materials which are by 
common consent constituted public pro- 
perty ; such as his duties in public insti- 


REMARKS ON THE LATE TRIAL. 


abhor, and we think but meanly of those. 
who attempt to brighten their repatation 
by the lustre of gold; money can be ne 
compensation for the destru tion of private 
character. As a general cule, it may be 
said, that attacks on the conduct of pubiie 
men, are severer inflictions on the sap- 
porters of the system which npbolds, 
them, than ou the subordinate agente. 
The materials being here presented to. 
the view of all, it can easily be seen 
whether the strictures ave just, aud if 
they are not, the arguments of the critice 
revert with double force upon his own. 
head, and from the obliquity of his per. . 
ception, he, and he alone, becomes wound- 
ed by the shafis of kis own ridicale, In the 
first case, the public character, howeves 
joarh his conduct might have been tra- 


tations, or his published works, whether | duced, does not suffer ; but, let his reviler 


periodicals, or his more elaborate essays. 
Had the attacks of Jounson been con- 
fined to our public condnct, on the exe- 
ention and character of THe Lancet, or 
even literary per-onal squibs, however 
severe they might have been, we should 
These are the 
weapons which contending writers might 
sometimes be permitted to employ, but 
the libels of Jounson, altogether divested 
of argument, are so horrible, of so atro- 
cious a nature, so directly levelled against 
our private character, and so well calev- 
lated to excite against us a feeling of 
universal detestation, that we felt it to 
be an imperious duty we owed to our- 
selves, to our family, to the profession, 


not have complained. 


and to society, to institute those pro- 
ceedings which were reported in our las: 
Namber, which terminated in the dis- 
comfiture of the malignant libeller, and 
vill brand him to all eternity as a siterary 
assassin. Let it not for a moment be sup 
posed, that we appealed to a Court of 


stimulated by some secret motive of ma- 
lice, follow him to his home, and throw 
the poisoned chalice into the bosom of 
his family, by holding him ap to the bar 
of public opinion as a loathsome criminal, 
as a human monster, as a creature who 
has rent asunder all the ties of social 
life; in that case, how is the victim to 
obtain an adequate recompense for his 
injuries? Can money act as a soothing 
valm to hiy wounded teelings, and the la- 
cerated bosoms of his relatives? No; 
and it would be equally unsatisfactory, 
were the traduced to immolate on the 
altar of justice the unprincipled destrover 
of his peace. A man may be a most ine 
efficient and miserable creature as a Hos- 
PITAL Strceon ; and yet, in the private 
relations of life, he may be an excellent 
a most worthy member of society; JEMMY 
Jounson may be a most unworthy and 
stupid editor of a very stupid Journal, 
and still be a very aflectionate father, a 
very tender husband, and a sincere ‘riend, 
In what way then is a man to act whea 
he is denied, by a despicabie and cowardly 


antagonist, the possession of every social 


t 
in 
rill 
rhe 
ery 
the 
hat 
nee 
q 
ake 
tell 
jung 
ed. 
ome 
e or 
have 
ima- 
~anse 
ofa 
float 
same 
child 
state 
{ 
> case 
edical 
e best 
sumed 
at, law with a view to obtain pecuniary da ; 
E. R. ges as a compensation ior the injuries i 
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REMARKS ON THE TRIAL OF 
and moral attribute—in other words,| merely add that Mr. Serjeant Vaughan’s 


how conld we on this occasion dispel the| wit appears to be precisely of this de- 
suffocating tcetor of this poisonons literary | scription. Under Johuson’s plea of not 
FUNGUs? How were we to cast from nx /| GUILTY, we maintain that the cross-exami- 
the sloughings of its malignity ?—knowing, | nation by Mr. Serjt. Vanghan, which was 
as we did, the falsity of bis accnsations,| permitted by the Chief Justice, was de. 
we had but one course to pursue, viz. that! cidedly illegal—bad John-on put iv a plea 
of Disnging him to the bar of public jus-' of justification, then the examination 


tiee, and there demand of him to produce 
evidenee of the truth of his most infa- 
mous acensations ; this we did, and what 
was the conduct of our slanderer? He 
shrunk from the conflict, and pleaded not 
GuItty—he did not dere an attempt at 
justification, well-knowing that he had 
not a scintitia of evidence wherewith to 
support his anmanly and fiend-like asser- 
tions—“ Bani-hed the practice of a pro- 
fession which he has disgraced,” said 
Johnson, “ vide Secret Memoirs of the 
House of Argyll, and of extingmshing 
debts by means of fire engines, "—now we 
ask any rational man, could a charge of 
atson be more distinctly made than this? 
and yet Mr. Serjeant Vaughan tells us 
“he did not mean that he had caused 
the fire, for that imputation the defen- 
dant distinctly disclaimed,” of such a 
defendant what opinion are we to enter- 
tan? Although Mr. Serjt. Vanghan for 
the defendant denied it, yet that hired 
bravo hinself immediately afterwards, by 
inuendo, conveyed the same detestable im- 
putation. The servant stated ‘that he 
lett Mr. Wakley about 11 o'clock at night, 
and that he did not see kim again till six 
o’clock the following morning, when he 
was at Mr. Parker’s;"—therefore, says this 
acute reasoner, ** he was in the fire all 
night,” that ix, because he was ot No. rive 
at elsven o'clock at night, and because he was 
Seen at TUIRTY-FIVE at six o'clock the fol- 
lowing morning, THEREFORE, he was at 
No. Five the whole of the night. A wri- 
ter, certainly not a very celebrated one, 
has said “ that wit is a thing neither to 
be defined nor understood ;” we will 


would not only have been legal, but in 
striet accordance with justice. Under 
the first plea, according to all the 
authorities on the law of libel, evi- 
dence of the truth er falsehood of the 
accusations was not admissible. A law, 
although not acted upon in our ease, 
was recognised as correct by Lord 
Chief Justice Abbott on the day subse. 
quent to our trial, in the cause of Rodinson 
v. Clement ; it was an action by an Attor- 
ney against Mr. Clement, the Proprietor 
of the Morning Chronicle, for some defa- 
matory observations contained in a speech 
of Mr Scarlett, published by the defen- 
dant in that paper. The defendant plead- 
ed not guilty ; on the trial the reporter 
of the Chronicle was called, and a-ked by 
the defendant’s counsel, if the report 


which contained the alleged libel was 


correct ; upon which Mr. Gurney imme- 
diately rose and objected to the ques 


tion :— 
The Lord Chief Jnstice.—* The objec: 
tion is well-fonnded ; we cannot hear any 
thing of the truth of the report; if it had 
been the defendant's object to prove that, 
he should have pleaded a justification; 
under this plea of not guilty, of course 
the plaintiff cannot be prepared to meet 
-uch evidence as is now tendered.” 
Thus law in the Court of King’s Bench 
and in the Court of Common Pleas, ap- 
pear to be very different commodities. 
Although we are aware that the Common 
Pleas has been on some occasions a little 
crooked or so, yet upon such a simple 
every day matter as this, we fully expect- 
ed it would have been straight forward 
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WAKLEY v. 


and that no difficulties would have pre- 
sented themselves. Had we known that 
any evidence would have been adduced 
on the subject of the fire, we would have 
overwhelmed the Court with witnesses ; 
and, as a specimen of what we could have 
done, we will here insert some of the de- 
positions which were made after the night 
of the 26th August, 1820 ; but before we 
do so, there is one circumstance connected 
with the first trial respecting this calami- 
tons and mysterious fire, which, in itself, 
speaks volumes of convincing truth, and 
which one would suppose would be suf- 
ficient to silence every tongue of that 
viper Slander, if they were as numerous 
as particles of sand on the sea shore. 
On that trial the profession is already 
aware that the Jary gave a verdict for 
the FULL emount of the insurance, and 
immediately after it was over, (and it is 
this circumstance to which we wish to 
direct the particular attention of the 
reader,) one of the Jury (which was spe- 
cial,) Mr. Gillman, called upon Mr. Ivatts, 
now of the Guildhall Coffee House, King- 
street, Cheapside, to whom we were sent 
for on the fatal night in question, and 
stated, that he never saw so infamons a 
defence to an action in the whole course 
of his life, and that “ although he was 
HIMSELF A PROPRIETOR IN THE OFFICE, 
yet he had awarded every sixpence 
asked.” Can any circumstance speak 
more powerfully in our favour than this ? 
We will now insert two or three of the 
depositions we have just alluded to, and 
we will put itto Jemmy Jonnson, and 
to his equally renowned brother editor, 
Jemmy Copianp, who, it will be re- 
collected, wantonly thrast himself into 
this fire, (and preciousty he has been 
barned for his temerity,) whether the 
malicioas reports of Hole and Corner 
Sargeons, marrow minded, expoxed, 
and expiring College Examiners, and the 
interested, envious, and revengeful accu- 


sations of the FONGorD editors of morbid, 
medico-fulgico journals, ought to have 
more weight with the public, than the 
calm, deliberate depositions of gentlemen 
of high character, and who were not only 
evye-witnesses of the fire, but two of 
whom (Mr. Hodgson and Mr. Thompson 
the next door neighbonrs,) were severe 
sufferers by the calamity, the latter gen- 
tleman having been the landlord also of 
the burned house. 


iti G. , Esq., Frees 
house. 


I, George Thompson, being alarmed hy 
the watchman’s knocking at the door, 
between one and two o'clock on Sunday 
morning, the 27th August last, drest my- 
self with precipitation and ran into the 
street, when I perceived Mr. Wakley’s 
house, the premises adjoining mine, to be 
on fire, and the front door open. When 
L immediately returned to my own hoase 
to endeavour to preserve my property, 
and exciaimed to Mrs. Thompson, “* 1 am 
afraid poor Mr. and Mrs. Wakley cannot 
escape ; about three quarters of an honr 
after this period, I perceived Mr. Wakley 
at my parlour door in the passage in 
a state of exhaustion, covered with 
blood and dirt, whom I led into the 
room and gave some wine and water, 
which seemed a little to recover him, tor 
he appeared as one lost in misery and dis- 
traction. Mr. Parker, of 35,in the same 
street, being with me to assist in the re- 
moval of my furniture, Lexclaimed, * for 
God's sake, Mr. Parker, take care of Mr. 
Wakley, and never mind my house.” 
They both then got over to Mr. Parker’s 
house, where Mr. Wakely was put to 
bed. The deponent then calicd on Dr, 
Luke, requesting him to go to Mr. Par- 
ker’s house, to see what assistance he 
could render to Mr. Wakley. About 
four o'clock in the morning, whenthe roof 
of Mr. Waklev's house had fatlen in and 
{ was convinced my premises were safe, 
T went over to Mr. Parker’s to inquire 
after Mr. Wakley, who then informed me 
he had been knocked down at the bottom 
of his own kitchen stairs, by some per- 
son of person< unknown, and when re- 
covered from the effects of the dow, and 
finding himself surrounded by he 
crawled inte the back kitchen, and made- 
his escape through the sky-light to the 
yard, and climbed over the fence wail 
that divided ovr premises, and entered 


into my house about the time J fuund 
212 
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him, On my retarn from Mr. Parker's, 
I examined the sky-light on Mr Wak- 
ley’s premises and found it broken ex- 
actly «s he had d-seribed it, and further. 
the marks of his feet and knees wer> visi- 
ble on the side of the fence wall, where 
he had crawled down on wy premises. 
(Signed) Geoncr 
(Witness) Vay Hui. No.6, Argyll-st. 


Deposition of S. Parker, Esq. 35, Argyli-st. 
About hali-pa-t one o'clock on the 
Sunday morning of the 27th August last, 
I was awakened by the springing of the 
Watchman’s ratile, a loud knocking at my 
door, and the cry of fire, On looking out of 
my window, the chimnies of Mr. Wakley’s 
house were smoking ; before t had drest 
the flames gushed out of the two parlour 
windows, aud shortly alter at the street 
[went immediately over to Mr. 
Thompson's, next oor to Mr. Wakley’-, to 
assist him in securing the valuable par’ of 
his propersy ; when this wes nearly effec- 
ted L was informed Mr. Wakley had not 
been seen, and had most probably 
rished. I accompanied Mr. Thompson, 
j= to the top of the house, we called 
out there at all the windows and the 
upper back leads, in hopes of Mr. Wakivy 
hearing us; when we descended, | parted 
from Mr, Thompson, jun, in the back 
vassage of his father’s house, and I found 
Ir, Wakley, I believe supported by Mr. 
Thompson, ven. Mr. T. requested me to 
take care of him and pay no further re- 
eo to his property. Mr. Wakley was 
a most dreadful state; his senses were 
obiviously deranged, and the horror ard 
dread he exhibited, imagining all around 
him to be the muderers, were exces-ive, 
he had shiverings or rather tremblings, 
apparently the «ffect of mental horror, 
as they were accompanied with gestures 
and clenching ot his hands, which caused 
me to hold hin firmly, lest [ should suffer 
violence ; a protuse perspiration covered 
his face, and he showed symptoms of 
great agony. His hands, face, shirt, and 
cravat were much covered with blood and 
dirt, and the blood gushed from his lett 
ear and tickled down his neck. ne of 
Mr. Thompson's servants brought some 
water which he drank greedily, and with 
great difficulty I restrained him from 
drinking of it too copiously, I then wash- 
ed his hands and face, when he became 
more composed. Samver Parker. 
(Witness) Charles Parker. 
Deposition of R. Campbell, Esq. 36,Argyll-st 
On Sanday morning, about one o'clock, 
or some short time after, [ was awakened 
by a great noise in the street, Mrs. Camp- 
bell immediately got up, and went to the 
window, which she opened, and locking 


out, exclaimed, there are robbers in. 


Mr. Hodg-on's house! which I arose, 
walked to the window and perceived a 
man, with a large ioose bundle ander his 
arm, Coming rapidly down the strect, tol- 
lowed rather tardily by a man, whom T 
~upposed to be a watchman; ecabed 
out to him, © Why don't you catch the 
rascal,” but in a few minutes lost sight of 
the man in Argyll-place. I theu looked 
up the street, and perceived 5 my 
smoke at the house adjuining Mr Hodg- 
sou’s, and shortly after saw (ames. 
(Signed) Ropert 
(Witwess) MW. Gardiner. 


Deposition of Mr, Compbert’s Butler. 

1, George Murray, butler to Robert 
Campbeli, E.g., of 30, Argyll streer, 
being alarmed by the watchman’s ratile 
ov the Saturday night of the 26th of 
August, about one ot the clock, got ont of 
bed to the area-gate, and saw a hackney 
coach opposite to Mr. Wakley’s house, 
and immediats ly perceived a man come out 
of Mr. W.’s house with a bundle auder 
his arm, he passed de ponent, and went 
through Argyll-place into King-street. I 
very svon a'ter saw the servants e-cape 
naked, from the said house then in flames. 
Tne said servants came to No. 36, and 
I. the said deponent, supphed them with 
clothes. (Signed) Grornce Murray, 

(Witness) Gardiner, 36, Argytl-st. 


4, Argyll-street, Sept. 21, 1820. 
Sir,—Having been informed that you 
are the gentleman who, with the consent 
of Mr. Wakley and his triends, has un- 
dertaken to collect all the known facts 
respecting the horrid transaction which 
occurred in Argyll-street, on Saturday 
night the 26th Angust, when Mr, W.’s 
house was totally destroyed by fire, and 
homself attempted to be assassinated ; asa 
refutation of the mahcions teports which 
have been circulated against the charac- 
ter of the sufferer, permit me to add my 
opimon to the testimonies of my respect- 
able neighbours, that Mr. Wakley has 
been vilely traduced by some malicious 
individuais ow this unfortunate catastio- 
phe, which, from the irreparable injuries 
he has snstained, onght to have excited 
universal compassion. J. Hopeson, 
To HW. Gardiner, Esq. 


Now, Jonnson! do you not blush? If 
so, pray hasten to your friends, and by 
exhibiting that index of a disturbed con- 
science, convince them, that however 
much appearances might have bees 
against thee, thou art not a brute. 
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PHYSIOLOGY. 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancet. 


Sin,—Having been for some time dis- 
satisfied with the generally received 
theory of the vessels termed ab-orbents, 
I have been induced to perform a series 
of experiments, two of which I now send 
you. You will perceive, at the conclusion 
of each, from my remarks my opinion otf 
them, and what I conceive them to be. 

Should there be anv thing novel in 
them, or in anywise tending to remove 
the donbts which have so long exi-ted 
respecting thoxe vessels, and i! receive 
your approbation, or be in any measure 
accelerative of science, their insertion in 
your widely-distributed and very u-eful 
publication will conter an obligation on, 

ir, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. Vines, Assistant Demonstrator. 


Veterinary College, 
June 2d, 1826. 


FIKST EXPERIMENT. 
Having kept a dog for some time with- 


ont food, I gave him a pint of milk and 
water, awd immediately introduced a tube 
into the trachea and secured it; then, 
with a s’arp-pointed probe, pierced the 
spinal marrow, between the occipital 
bone and first cervical vertebra, which 
produced a partial insen-ibility. I then 
applied a small pair of bellows to the 
tube, and by means of them kept ap 
respiration artificially, I then opened 
the abdomen and exposed the intestine- 
and stomach. Finding the peristaltic 
motion of the intestines going on, and 
the biood circulating throngh them, 
divided the sternum, and laid open to 
view the heart and langs I next divided 
the thoracic duct, trom which issued 
about a table-spoonful of white fluid into 
the cavity of the chest. Having kept up 
tespiration for one hour and twenty-five 
minutes, I severed the hepatic duct, en- 
tering the duodenum, and from the gali 
bladder immediately issued a quantity of 
bile. The circulation of the blood in the 
intestines then began to diminish and the 
peristaltic motion to cease, and in a few| 
mnutes ceased altogether, and with it 
the cireulation throagh the lungs. 
Examination after Death.—On opening 
the stomach | found two tea-spooutuis of 


cus mixed with bile. There was but 
small portion of feces in the colon 
rectum. I then collected the contents of 
the intestines, ston.ach, and theracic duct 
and found about ove thod of a pint of 
fluid, 

From this experiment it appears to 
me, that absorpticn must have taken plice 
by the mesenteric veins, as well as by 
the lactea! absorbents. 

It may not be amiss to mention, as a 
proof of the (nuction of the different or- 
gans being kept up, that the bladder be- 
came filled with usine during the expe- 
riment, 


SECOND EXPERIMENT. 


Some days atterwards, being at a 
slanghter-hou-e with some of the pupils, 
we selected for examination a young 
mare, which was brought to be destroyed 
on account of a di-ease in her foot. Being 
struck on the head, and having failen, 
her throat was immediately cut. We thea 
proceeded to dissect the abdominal vis- 
cera. On detaching the coecam from the 
colon, I observed the lacteal vessels si- 
tuated in the mesentery and surrounding 
the lymphatic giands, near the spine, 
among the adipose substance, were greatly 
enlarged and carrying red blood, whilst 
those near the smail intestines were mach 
diminished, and carrying a transparent 
fluid. I then examined those on the con- 
cave surface of the liver, and found them 
carrying red blood likewise. Those ves- 
sels which pass through the glands were 
tull of blood. 

I at first thonght it must be disease of 
those glands, but on clove inspection I 
found they were in peiteet health, and 
that the animal was living ou her fat, con- 
verting it inio red blood. A strong liga- 
ture was then passed round the supenor 
part of the mesentery, above the mesen- 
teric gland>, as near the spine as possi- 
ble, 10 prevent the fluid escsping. The 
intestines were then removed, with the 
liver attached to the stomach aud duo- 
denum. These parts were sent to the 
Colle ge for inspection. 

I then examined the thoracic duct, and 
found it contained red blood; then the 
lymphatics in the langs, and varions other 

rts of the body, and found them carry- 
ing a transparent fluid, those which trans- 

tted red fluid only existing in the adi- 
pose substance in the mesentery. 

Every organ io the animal was in per- 
fect health, except her fvot. The sto- 
mach and intestines contained only a tew 


coagulated milk, and a small quantity of | ounces of tood. 


gastiic jnice. The duodenum, and other 


The parts being removed, (those above 


intestines, were covered on their inter-| mentioned,) 1 proceeced to inject quick- 
vel surfaces with a small quantity of ma-/| silver into those vessels on the concave 
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of the liver, 


which the valves offered so great, as to 
require the force of my thamb nail above 
the quicksilver; I then withdrew the 
tube and made the vessel secure. Follow- 
ing two of the largest vessels I opened 
them, avd passed the 
Ways. 
agers injected, and between the fis- 

ures of the liver to its convex surface 


into their most minute ramific 

T next examined the mesente 
smaill intestines, and endeavoured to in- 
treduce qnicksilve~ into the lacteals aris- 
ing from their surface, but in consequence 
i 
vie arteries near the intestines, intro- 
exced the tube, and madeit secure; then 
passed a ligature round the intestines, 
about three inches on each side of the 
artery. I then put a portion of mercury 
into the tbe, and soon perceived it pass 
into the peritoneal covering of the intes- 
tines, and from thence into the lacteals, 
By elevating the intestines it passed ap 
towards the superior part of the mesen- 
tery, and united with tho-e lacteals con- 
taining ved blood, and from over the sur- 
face of the lymphatic glands. 

then found it a convenient opportn- 
nity to examine the structure of these 
supposed glands, and I found that they 
were made up of a number of convolated 
vessels, united together by cellular mem- 
brane, lying between the tolds of the 
mesentery and surrounded by a quantity 


ABUSES IN THE VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


surface forcing | raise the column of fluid, previous to its 
ont the blood, but fonnd the resistance | entering the receptaculum echyli, which 
then passes along the thoracic duct o, 
the horse, in a horizontal direction, til) 
this duct euters the lett jugular vein: here 
then there is no further ave for the glands. 
It is also my opinion, that the circu! tion 
aicksilver both | of the fluid in those vessels is carried 
I found it go to that which I had|on entirely by pressure, and that they 
are the lowest order of blood vessels ig 
an animal body, as in man and the higher 
ti order of animals there are three kinds 
of the |}of blood, viz, bright scarlet, red, and 
transparent, or white, consequently there 
are three circulations, and these three 
unite and form one gran! circulation, 
their diminished size I was not able. | Which is carried on by means of the jungs 
then selected one of the mesente-| aud atmospheric air. 


greatly indebted to you, for the faithtul 
exposure of so many existing abuses in 
the College of Surgeons. 
so zealously represented them t»> the pub- 
lic, (for they 
the profession,) we might stil: have been 
dviveliing on without our present cer- 
tainty of their effectual removal. The 
liberality and care you have always 
ob-erved in the investigation of such 
shametul oppression, have induced me to 
solicit your powerful aid in acause where 


THE VETERINARY COLLEGE, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer, 
Sir,—The medical profession is already 


Had you not 


ave been long known to 


the members of a profession are equally 
insnited and injured ty a tyrannical few; 


of adeps ; as, tor instance, suppose six or 
eicht of those vessels pass in to forma 
gland, and after inosculating together for 
some time they pass ont as two or three; 
others pass over these, and after winding 
themselves in various directions pass out 
in a similar manner. These all proceed 
towards the thoracic duct. On cutting 
into one ot these glands when distended 
with a fluid, it has the appearance of cel- 
lular stractare. 

From the above I think I am justified 
in concluding, that the lacteal and lym- 
phatic absorbing vessels, or the absorb- 
ents as they are usually termed, are no- 
thing more than transparent veins, aris- 
ivg from seriferous arteries and ail the 
serous cavities in the body, strong and 
elastic in their coats, much more nume- 
rous than the large veins, their circulation 
much slower, supplied with a great nam- 
ber of valves, and as they proceed to- 
wards the trunk and unite together, they 
inoseulate in a most curions manner, put- 
ting on the appearance of glands. This 
my and singular contrivance of nature is 


the purpose of assisting the valves to 


who, tike the autocrats in Lincoin’s inn, 
are also self-elected. I allude to the 
Veterinary Profession; and were I to 
attenpt a description of the morbid orga- 
nization of its College, and the diseases 
consequent upon its present economy, its 
pathology would be trespassing too great: 
ly on your pages, sacred to more valuable 
information. Yet I trust you will attach 
sutiicient importance to the subject t 
aliow me, through the medium of THe 
Lancet, to appeal to the Medical Profes- 
~ors, who are Veterinary Examiners, poo 
the injustice ef their determined ex 
clusion of competent Veterinary Sur 
geons trem the Board of Examinatien; 
and yet do these worthies, afler cram 
ming themselves with a substantial dio- 
ner at the Freemason's Tavern, paid out 
of the examination fees, and pocketing 
the surplus, if there be any, pretcnd iv 
their siesta to judge as to the veterinary 
acquirements ot each candidate—mockery 
peculiar to that part of the town, There 
are many members now practising, who 
have passed that ordeal, who can neither 
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read nor write, men who wonld 

have thought of presenting themselves at 
the College, had they wat knewn the 
Professor's enormous tee (twenty guineas) 
for admittance, would procure them all 
they required. 

It may be argued, that Mr. Coleman is 
there to determine what the other teach- 
ers cannot pretend to. Bat is it just, 
that he whose interest it is to admit pu- 
pits, should alone be their teacher and 
examiner; would such members as are in 
it have ever been admitted, had the pre- 
sent Examiners displayed that care for 
the welfare of the profession, which it 
was their duty to exercise? As a Mem. 
ber of the College of Surgeons, I am 
already greatly indebted to you, thongh I 
fear the force of bad example so long and 
so unjustly continned in that College, 
will tend to lengthen those I complain of 
in ours; for you will observe the majo- 
tity of Veterinary Examiners*® are those 
who are practising the same tyranny in 
their own profession, which you have so 
often jastly inveighed against. 

By inserting the above, you will oblige 
one of your constant readers, 


A Vererixary Surceon. 


St. Pancras, Jane 28. 


HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


HOSPITAL OF SURGERY, 
Panton Square, St. James's, 


The two following cases show with 
what facility and safety inemorrhoidal 
tumours can be removed by the scis- 
sors, in compari-on to the severe opera- 
tion by the ligature. In removing t- 
mours of this descriprion with the scissors, 
Mr. Wardrop observed, that he never saw 
any trouble-ome hamoirhage foilow such 
a mode of operating, unless when in 
place of removing the whole tamour, a 
portion of it ouly had been cut away. The 
Consequence of cutsing away a portion is, 
that in place of only one or more small 
vessels being divided along with sound 
adjacent patts, an incision is made iuto a 
diseased structuve. A spongy mass, in 
which biood freely circulates. 


* Sir Astley Cooper, Sir E. Home, Mr. 
Abernethy, Mr. Cline, Dr. Pearson, Dr. 
Cooke, Dr. Babington, Mr. C. Bell, Mr. 
Green, and Mr. Brodie. 
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HEMORRHOIDAL TUMOUR. 

Francis H.. wt. 44. There is at inter- 
vals of a few days, and sometimes every 
day, a discharge of blood from the rec. 
tum after ».uc!, au. usually to the extent 
of a yint and a halt; suffers great pain 
around tne anus, particularly before the 
bleeding takes place. On exam-nation, 
there appear several prolongations of the 
common integuments, and an excrescence 
of a bright red colour, which is attached 
to the bowel within the sphincter muscle: 
it can be projected bevond the anus 
straining, and always on going tos 
The tumour is about the size of an olive, 
with a broad tase, and an ivregolar sur- 
tace, on which can be observed several 
small perforation:, and through which the 
blood is discharged. This tumour is ex-. 
tremely tender to the touch, He states, 
that vine years ago, he had a severe 
diarrhea, which was foliowed by piles, 
th» bleeding trom which began at the 
time of their appearance, and has conti- 
nued ever since. He is of a squalid com- 
plexion, but complains of nothing bat weak- 
ness, which he attributes to loss of blood, 

Operation. —The bowels have been 
caretuily evacnated for some days, and 
except from the effects of the local ail- 
meut, he seems healthy. The tamour be- 
ing made to protrude, it was laid hold of 
hy a pair of hemorrhoidal forceps, and 
drawn out so far as to allow a pair of 
curved scissors completely to incinde the 
diseased part. The bleeding was very 
trifiing. Took two grains ot opinm. In 
the evening he experienced considerable 
pain on going to stool, and a few ounces 
of coagulated blood wore passed, 

Sixth day. Feels himself quite easy, 
and has lost no more blood. Some edema 
which was aronnd the anas, is very wmch 
diminished ; complains only of pain on 
going to stool. Ordered the ol. ricin. to 
regulate his bowels, and the liquor am- 
mon. acet. to be applied to the part af- 
fected, 

Ou the 8th day he did not feel quite so 
well. Pulse fall, and rather hard ; took 
a pill containing calomel and rhubarb, 
with a dose of castor oi! the following 
morning. 

Twelfth day. Has now little or no pain 
on going to stool, and the edema aronnd 
the anus is quite gone. To take small 
doses of castor oil occasionally. 

Fifteenth day comptains of slight 
pain on going to stool, butin other respects 
he is much improved in health. 

On the 20th day, he left the Hospital 
nite well, with directions to take small 
of castor oil occasionally, and to 
return if he should feel headach, giddi- 
ness, or any disturbance iu bis heal 
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George D.. zt. 43, a gardener, 
of great paiv and uneasiness around the 
verge of the anus, more particularly 
during and immediately alter -tool, when 
dhe generally loses a considerable quan- 
tity of bivood. On examining the parts 
there appears an eacrescence of _ the 
size of a pigeon’s egg, protruding 
beyond the sphincter ani muscle, it 
is of a livid colour and of a soft and 
Spongy teatare, having numerous simali 
perforations on its surface. There are 
several lesser excrescences attached to 
the extremity of the bowel; but it is from 
the larger one that the biveding takes 
place, and which causes +o much in- 
convenience, the surrounding  inte- 
gumenis are very wach relaxed—other- 
wise he enjoys pretty good health. States 
that fiveyears ago aficr a severe bowel 
complaint, tor which he took too large a 
duse of the tincture of rhubarb, he ob 
served tor the first time a small swelling 
at the verge of the anus, which gave him 
considerabie upeasiness. He was advised 
to use o.kum which almost cured him, 
and he remained so for a twelvemonth, 
At this time he overworked h mseif, and 
the tumour again made its appearance 
with increased suffering. Is never en- 
tirely free from pain. Since this com 
plaint commenced he has at intervals lost 
swall quantities of blood, but for the last 
year he has passed several ounces each 


Aime he hax gone to stool. 


Has been in the Hospital for fonr days, 
during which time his towels have been 
freely opened by castor oil and sma'l doses 
of calomel; he feels bis health much im- 


‘proved. 


ion.—The patient was directed 
to sit over hot water aud to strain so a> 
to bring the tumour completely down 
through the anus. The largest hamor- 
Fhoid was laid hold of by the forceps, and 
removed from its root by the curved 
scissors. The bleediog was trifling. He 
Was put to bed and a couple of grains of 
opium introduced into the rectum. 
About half an hour after the operation 
he felt adesire to go to stool, when he 
peer about eight ounces of clotted 
- In the course of two hours he 
wWeat to stool two or three times, and at 
each passed about four ounces of blood. 
He now took two grains of opium inter- 
mally, alter which the bleeding ceased 
and he remained pertectly quiet. In the 
evening the bleeding had not recurred, 
and he felt easy. 
On the chird day after the operation, 
he took 3ss. of casior oil, which operated 
without giving much pain. 


_ From this iime he continued todo weil 
for seven days, when he was dismissed 
tree trom complaint, with directions to 
regulate hiv bowels and attend to his ge- 
veral bealih, 


HAMORRHOIDAL TUMOUR. 


Margaret D, wt. 35, there is a tumonr 
of the size of a pigeon’s egg protruding 
from the anus, it is of a dark livid colour, 
apparently mach distended with blood, 
it. surface -mooth, and exceedingly pain- 
fal on being tonched. This swelling comes 
down only during each motion, and causes 
the most excruciating pain antil again re- 
duced, which is generaliy about haif an 
hour. No blood has been discharged. 
She is of a costive habit, and has no 
motion without medicine, which she 
dom takes, from the dread of the tamour 
coming down. 

States that eighteen months ago she 
suddenly telt as if something had given 
way at the extremity of tire bowel, and 
on examination a targe tumour which she 
says was of the size of an orange was 
found protruding from the anus. 

she was advised to take a strong dose 
of physic, and daring its operation suf- 
fered the most excracia.ing agony. 

The tumour has since continued to give 
great pain during every motion, but she 
thinks it is considerably diminished in 
size 

The tumour was punctared with a ian- 
cet, and about eight ounces of a dark 
coloured blood discharged. Two grains 
of opium were introduced inte the rec- 
tum, and she experienced considerable 
reliet, being free from a burning heat 
which she used to suffer on the tumour 
being returned. 

She went home and was advised to ap- 
ply leeches occa-ioually, and to regulate 
her bowels with cartor oil. 

Iu the extremely tender state of the 
parts, and great irritability of the wo- 
man’s constitution, it was not thought 
proper to remove the tumour, 


WARTY EXCRESCENCE OF THE ANUS. 


The following case affords a good ex- 
ample of that peculiar species of tumour, 
called eryste by the older writers, and 
which is very different in its structure 
from the hemorrhoidal tumour, as exem- 
plified in the foregoing ca-es. 

Elizabeth T, wt.3%. There is a small 
tumour attached by a narrow neck to the 
verge of the anus, of the size of an olive, 
firm in its consisience, of a pale Ser 
and has a notched appearance at 
edge like the comb of acock, Says that 
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ANO. 
inconvenience | the coats of the intestine. The inte 


she never 
weeks age, immediately after 
as vere attack of vurving, When the pre- 
sent tumour made its appearance, and 
has con mued since of the same butk, and 
has never returned within the snus. The 
pain and inconvenience were at first 
trifling, but have been gradually becom- 
ing worse. She sufiers most during, and 
immediately after stool, and has also in- 
convenience in walking. 

Operation—The exerescence was laid 
hold of by a pair of hemorrhoidal forceps, 
and excised with the curved scissors ; 
there was little or no bleeding. 

On making a section of this tamour, 
instead of the congeries of dilated ve--el- 
and cellular stracture communicating with 
these vessels, which is met with in the 
hemorrhoidal tumour, the section, in 
the present instance presented a firm and 
rather tough pale-coloured substance, of 
which the whole mass was composed. In 
structure, it resembled very much the 
warts which form on those parts of the 
body where the skin and mucous mem- 
branes unite. 

Second day.—On going to stool this 
morning, telt considerabl> pain at the 
anas, but otherwise is doing well. To 


rme- 

diate portion of gut and cellular sub- 
stance was divided with a bistoury. Two 
ranifications of the fistulous cavity, ex- 
tending upwards, and another down- 
wards, were iv like manver laid open. 
The internal surface of the cavity was 
livid, with a firm snbstance, having a 
smooth slippery surface. A small piece 
of lint was inserted between the divided 
edges, in order to preveut their adhesion, 
and a poultice applied. 
He passed a good night after the ope- 


| 


take ol. ricini 38s. to-morrow morning. 

Ninth day. Since last report ste has 
been daily more free from pain on going 
to stool, and feels quite well ; the wound 
is almost healed. 


FISTULA IN ANO. 


John M., wtat. 38, a footman. There 
is a small fistulous opening close to the 
verge of the anus, and on introducing a 
prebe, a cavity is fuund to extend more 
than an inch upwards, along the course ot 
of the rectum, and between it.and the 
sphincter muscle there is a considerabie 
degree of hardness underneath the inte- 
guments adjacent to the fistula. A dis- 
charge of purulent matter takes place at 
intervals of two or three day>, which he 
has observed tor the last six weeks, and 
States, that two months ago, on getting 
out of bed, he felt, without any evident 
cause, an acute pain around the anas, 
which afterwards continued, though 
leeches, fomentations, and internal medi- 
cines had been employed. He suffers a 
good deal of pain, but has no other com- 
plaint. 

Operation.—His bowels have been kept 
More open than usual, and he bas lived 
moderately for ten days past. The first 
Step of the operation consisted in ascer- 
taining the extreme termination of the 
fistulons cavity, and it was ‘ound to come 


ration, and next morning felt no uneasi- 
uess. The wound went on granulating, 
and the adjecent callosity daily diminish- 
ed. The bowels were kept open by small 
doses of castor oil every second day, and 
a poultice continually applied. 

On the 20th day after the operation, 
the wound had perfecily healed, and he 
left the Hospital with directions to regu- 
late his bowels with the ol. riciui. 


FISTULA IN ANO,. 


George P., wt. 46, a butler. There is 
on the lett side of the anus, about an inch 
trom its verge, a small opening, which 
discharges a thin puritorm matter. On 
introducing a probe, a canal can be traced, 
extending upwards towards the gut about 
an inch and a half, but does not comma. 
nicate with it. Suffers no pain, but great 
inconvenience trom the discharge of mat- 
ter, General health tolerably good, with 
the exception of a sligit and habitual 
congh. Say. dat his complaint began 
two years ago, when he first observed a 
small swelling in the vicinity of the anns, 
which at times gave lim a good deal of 
pain. He used no remedy, and it is only 
alout six months since he first observed 
the discharge. Matter has since escaped 
at short intervals, which always gives 
relief. Can ascribe no cause for this 
complaint; bas from his own account 
always lived moderately, and been of a 
reguiar habit. 

Operation.—Has been three days in 
the Hospital, and has taken a calomel 
pill, and two doses of castor oil, so that 
his bowels have been freely evacuated. 
The operation was performed in the usual 
way, with the exception ihat a wooden 
conductor, introduced into the rectum, 
served the purpose of the finger. The 
extent of the sinus being ascertamed with 
a probe, a straight sharp -pvinted bistoury 
was intvodaced along the probe, and its 
point carried through Me rectum into the 
xroove of the wooden conductor, the 
whole sinus was then easily laid open by 
one stroke of the bistoury ; the hemor- 
rhage was trifling ; two grains of opium 


in cluse contact with, bat not to penetrate, 
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ama TUMOUR ON THE OLECRANON. 


were immediately introduced into the 
rectum, and the patient put to bed. 

The pain soon subsided after the opera- 
tion. and he passed the day tolerably easy. 
Took a calomel pill at bed time, and a 
warm poultice was applied over the part. 

On the fourth day after the operation, 
the wound was examined, and granula- 
tions had began to spring up. Ordered 
small doses of castor oil every morning. 

On the 8th day, he complained much of 
a sensation of itching in the vicinity of 
the annus; and on examination, a small 
opening was discovered near the wound, 
from which matter oozed. This open- 
ing led igio a sinus, which was traced 
with the probe within the anus; and it 
was immediately laid open. In conse- 
quence of there being no external fistulous 
orifice, when the first operation was per- 
formed, and no communication between 
the two sianses, this second sinus had 
escaped an attentive search made at the 
first operation. Tn operating for fistula, too 
much pains cannot be bestowed in finding 
out every ramification of the fistulous ca- 
vity, and in laying them completely open. 

n this patient the wounds granulated 
quickly, and on the twentienth day they 
had perfectly healed, when he left the 
Hospital, with the same directions for his 
future management as were given to the 
former patient. 


ABSCESS OF BURSA OF THE PATELLA. 


John D., a cabinet maker, et. 35. There 
is a large abscess situated over the pa- 
tella, the integuments of which are ex- 
tremely thin, and of a livid purple colour; 
the neighbouring parts partake of the in- 
flawmation, and are considerably swelled ; 
suffers excruciating pain, and has passed 
several sleepless nights. Tongue turred, 
skin very hot and dry, pulse accelerated. 
A fortnight agohe received a slight wound 
from a rusty nail, which at the time 
caused little pain, and he paid no atten- 
tion to it; he continued to work, and at 
the end of a week the knee began to 
swell and become painful, attended with 
fever; since then he has been contined to 
bed, and the pain and swelling have in- 
creased. A free incision was made into 
the abscess, and about iv. of a thick 
green pus discharged, which gave imme- 
diate relief; a poultice was applied to 
the knee, and he took at bed-time a 
calomel pill, with two grains of opium. 

Second day. Passed a better night than 
he has done since the swelling began; a 
good deal of pus and serum was pressed 
out; the integuments are retracting ; is 
free from fever; bowels not open, skin 


moist, pulse quick; to take of the 
senna mixture, and the tice to be 
continued, 
Third day. Continues to do well, and 
is almost tree from pain. Cont nue. 
Eleventh day. The skin is now reduced 
to its natural size, and is free from pain; 
the wound in the integuments is almost 
moving 
pertectly good. 


PRETERNATURAL COLLECTION OF SYNOVIA 
IN THE BURSA OF THE PATELLA, 

A young woman applied for aovice on 

account of a considerable swelling over 

the patelia of one knee. It evidently 


‘coutained a fluid between that bone and 


the integuments, and was not accompa. 
nied with mach inconvenience except 
when she knelt on it, to which she attri- 
buted the formation of the tumour, being 
trequently employed in washing floors. 

he emplast iaci c. hydvargyro 
was applied, and she returned in ten days 
much relieved. ‘This application is con- 
sidered by some surgeons as a specific in 
this diseaze. 


BLOOD EFFUSED IN THE BURSA OF THE 
OLECKANON. 


There is a globular tumour about the 
size of a pigeon’s egg, situated on the 
olecranon of the right elbow. The iute- 
guments are reddened, and there is a 
distinct fluctuation throughout the swell- 
ing. About eight weeks age he fell and 
bruised this part, from which he found no 
inconvenience until a month age, when 
the present swelling suddenly made its 
Sena. He hay appiied leeches and 

isters without prodacing any alteration 
in its size. The tumour was punctured, 
and a sangnineous fluid discharged; a 
moderate degree of pressure was appli 
by a compress and bandage. he re- 
turned to the Hospital a week after- 
wards, the tumour having assumed renee | 
its former bulk. It was again punctured, 
and a partly transparent slightly viscid, 
and partly sanguineous fluid discharged. 
Pressure, by adhesive plaster, was em- 
ployed. The fluid did not again collect. 
At the end of a fortnight the tumour had 
quite disappeared, and the integuments 
assumed their natural appearance. 


The two following cases point ont the 
propriety of examining wounds, in order 
to detect the presence of extraneous sub- 
stances which may be accidentally em- 


bedded in them; and they show the severe 
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TIC DOULOUREUX. 


effects which result from a want of atten- 
tion to such examinations, 


@ PIRCE OF GOLD WIRE EMBEDDED UP- 
WARDS OF THREE MONTHS IN THE 
CORNEA. 


Morris L., wt. 32. On the temporal 

of the cornea of the left eye there 

is an opaque spot; the pupil is irregular 

and adheres to the opaque spot of the 

cornea; there is considerable redness of 

the white of the eye and great intolerance 
of light. 

About fourteen weeks ago, when twist- 
ing a piece «f gold wire, a small portion 
of it broke off and strack the eye. Three 
days after the accident intense inflamma- 
tion came on, with severe pain, which 
continued for five weeks and resisted ac- 
tive depletion. From this period the 
pain has become less acute. 

A few days after applying to the Hos- 
pital, a portion of gold wire was observed 
projecting beyond the surtace of the cor- 
nea, and a considerable portion seemed 
to be impacted in the opaque spot. Ii 
was easily extracted by means of a pair 
of forceps, and was followed by a dis- 
charge of the aqueous humour. The por- 
tion of wire was of considerable length, 
fully three lines, and one extremity had 
penetrated the anterior chamber, Felt 
much re'ieved immediately after the ex- 
tractior, of the exciting cause, and the 

tion and opacity soon subsided. 


A PIECE OF GLASS EMPACTED THREE 
YEARS BELOW THE INTEGUMENTS OF 
THE FINGER. 


The shopman of a chemist received a 
wound on the palmer side of the second 
phalanx of the middle finger, in conse- 
tae of a phial breaking in Wis hand. 

wound was dressed, and healed by 
adhesion, and the man continned to use 
his finger, though a small lump remained 
below the cicatrix. It continued in this 
state from December 1822 till April 1826, 
when aslight degree of inflammation took 
place; suppuration ensued, and on a 
small opening being made with a lancet, 
apiece of glass was discovered. By the 
dilatation of the opening, the glass was 
easily removed, and it proved to be a por- 
tion fully the size of the nail of the little 
finger. The patient got well imme- 
diately. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


SEVERE CASE OF TIC DOULOUREUX, 8UC- 
CES*FULLY TREATED BY THE EXHIBI- 
TION OF SMALL DUSES OF CARBONATE 
OF IRON. 


The following case of tic douloureux in 
the facial nerves, which was of unusual 
severity, and of long duration, was cured 
by the continued exhibition of carbonate of 
iron, in doses of half adrachm three times 
a-day. Sulphate of quinine, conjoined 
with opium, was previously administered 
for some time ; recourse was also had to 
the division of the ivfra-orbitary nerve, 
both of which measures alike failed in 
producing any beneticial effects. We view 
this case as interesting, not only that it 
is an additional cowfirmation of the effi- 
cacy of caibonate of iron, in this most 
distressing and painful malady, but be- 
cause it tends to prove that small doses 
of this medicine are equally serviceable 
with the enormous doses lately adminis- 
tered! 

The profession ix indebted to Dr. El- 
liotson for a knowledge of the fact, that 
carbonate of iron may be given in doses 
of half an ounce. We believe that Dr. E, 
was the first person who ventared to pre- 
scribe this medicine in such large doses, 
and he has given the result of this prac- 
tice in a paper contained in the last vo- 
lume of the Medico-Chirurgical Transac- 
tions. It would appear, that Dr. Elliotson 
is dubions as to whether there is any ad- 
vantage obtained from giving large quan- 
tities, for althongh he indulges in a little 
* analogical reasoning,’ yet he admits 
that ** a drachm dose may perhaps be as 
useful as one of half an ounce.” If such 
be the fact, for our part we should prefer 
the former dose. 

Case. Hester Martin, etat. 35, a mar- 
ried woman, of light complexion and short 
stature, came into the Hospital on 17th 
of May, under the care of Mr. Key, on ac- 
account of tic douloureux affecting the 
verves of the face. 

The patient states that she has been the 

bject of this painful disease upwards of 
five years, that she is occasionally tree 
from pain for a few days, and that the 
disease is always greatly aggravated dur- 
ing the summer season, The pan which 
she now experiences is so much diffused, 
that it is difficult to ascertain in what 


particular set of nerves it is situated. It 
would appear from the patient's descrip- 
tion, that the disease commenced in one 
or more branches of the portia dura, for 
she distinctly refers to a particular part 
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on the side of the face, at which the pain 
began. Whatever might be the original 
seat of disease, the pain is now 
not confined to the cour-e of the principal 
branches of the por'ia dura, buat the dis- 
2 ae over the whole side of the 


The paroxysms of pain are of a most 
agonizing description, and frequent in 
their occurrenee, but they vary in their 
duration. On the day of admission (17th) 
asingle hilf ounce dose of the carbonate 
ofiron was given; this of course produced 
BO sensible effect. 


18th. Mr. Key directed half an ounce 
of carbonate of iron to be given three 
times a-day. A liniment composed ot 
equal parts of liquor plumbi and ext. bel- 
ladonner, to be smeared over the painful 
side of the face. 


20. The paroxysms of pain are equally 
severe and frequent. She obtains but 
little rest, and very slight causes induce 
pain; the bowels are much constipated 
An aperient mixture, composed of sul- 
phate of magnesia and infusion of senna, 
was prescribed, and she was directed to 
take a dose every four hours until the 
bowels should be freely evacuated. 


22. Not at all relieved ; she has fre- 
quent paroxysms when talking, and itis 
truly distressing even to witness her suf- 
terings. On visiting her to-day, Mr. Key 
touched the upper lip on the lett side with 
his finger; this induced a most severe 
paroxysm. From the circumstance of the 
morbid sensibility of this part, Mr. Key 
considered that benefit might be derived 
from dividing the infra-orbitary nerve. 
The operation was effected by means of a 
sharp-pointed bistoury, which was intro 
duced throngh the integuments at the dis. 
tance of a quarter of an inch below the 
orbit, aud by carrying the point of the 
instrument clove upon the bone, and then | 
cutting outwards, the nerve was divided. | 
The patient was directed to omit the me- 

ne. 


23. The operation has failed in pro- 
ducing any alleviation of pain; the sensi- 
bility of the upper lip on the right side is 
diminished ; it is somewhat benumbed, 
and touching it does not as before occa- 
sion pain. 


She took the carbonate of iron, but not 
with much regularity, tor three days. Mr. 
Key to day determined on exhibiting the 
sulphate of qu.sine conjoined with opium. 
having, as he observed, met with several 
eases which had yielded to this plan of 
treatment. He prescribed the following! 


Sulphate of quinine, & grains: . 

Extract of opium, 14 grain; 4 
to be taken every five hours. 

23. Paroxysms very severe, but somes 
what less frequent. She complains of 
pain in the head, independent of the tic 
donloarenx, with vertigo. 

To be cupped on the back of the neck 
to the amount of twelve oances; substi- 
ture the powder in lieu of the extract of 
opium. 

29. Has less pain; enpping afforded 
relief; continue the quinine and opium. 


Jane 1. Has more pain than on the 
three preceding days. Whilst question- 
ing her this morning aa to her health, she 
had several paroxy=ms of pain of the most 
acute and distressing nature. ‘They are 
more frequent in the night, and some idea 
may be formed of the extent of the pa- 
tient’s suffermgs, when we state, accord- 
ing to her own account, that she has not 
slept an hour for many mouths without 
being awoke by pain. Contin. remedia, 

6. The pain still very acute, and brought 
on by slight causes. In talking or in eat- 
ing, a paroxysm invariably occurs. Mr. 
Key, considering that the patient had 
given a fair trial to the quinine and opium, 
and that they had failed in producing any 
benefit; determined on a steady perse- 
verance in the nse of the carbonate of 
iron. He directed Aalf an ounce of this 
medicine to be taken three times a-day, 
bat either owing to some misunder-tand- 
ing on the part of the dresser, or toa 
slovenly mode of writing in the book, 
only half a drachm was sent from the 
shop*. The patient now applies the ex- 
tract of belladonna, softened with water, 
over the side of the face. 


13. She is certainly better than at 
our Jast report. The paroxysms are still 
frequent, and the pain very acute, bat 
they ave less violent, and of shorter du- 
ration than before she commenced with 
the carbonate of iron. The attacks are 
more trequent at meal time, and prevent 
her from taking food, for which she his 
an appetite. She has had but little pain 
during the last two nights, and slept com- 
fortably. 


* This was only discovered by accident 
abont a fortnight afterwards, and when 
the case had been bandied about, and 
the patient exhibited to Mr. Key’s 
as cured by large doses of carbonate of 
iron! It is not the first time that acei- 
dent has led to the knowledge of import- 
ant facts in medicine, but it teaches us 
the necessity of great caution in arriving 
at conclusions’ 
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STRICTURE OF THE URETHRA. at 


16. She has not had an acute attack| Mr. Key could not succeed in forcing 
of pain since the evening of the 14th; she | the stricture with a sound by employing 
takes a dose of aperient medicine occa | a moderate degree of force, and he there- 
sionally, and continues the carbonate of | fore contented himself with passing the 
iron reguiarly. instrument down to the seat of stricture, 

23. The patient is not entirely freed | and allowmg it to remain for some time. 
of the disease, but is so much relieved,) Pursuing this practice daily, about a week 
that the attacks which she wow has have after the patient’s admission Mr. K 
lost their distvessingly paintel character,| was enabled to pass a sound 
and may now be sa d to be rather uneasy the stricture into the bladder. 
than paintul. A tremulous fluttering sen-| considerable degree of force was 
sation is occasionaily telt on the side of | certainly employed im effecting this ob- 
the face. She is much improved in her | ject, but as Mr. Key obsecved, being eon- 
appearance, and expresses her seuse of | fident that he was clear of the false pas~ 
the relief she has obtained in the strong- | sage, he did not hesitate to pash the 


est terms of gratitude. in-teament on.* 
Some irritation being produced in the 


urethra, Mr. Key directed the application 
PERMANENT STRICTURE OF THE URETHRA., 0! twenty leeches to the permenm, 
May 8. Mr. Key attempted to pass a 

J.S ,astont healthy looking man, about! flexivie catheter into the bludder, which 
50 years of ave, was admitted into the| he wished to have retained there; for 
Hospital on 26th of April, under the care | having forced a passage through the 
of Mr. Key, on account of a stricture in| strictare, the catheter wonld keep the 
the urethra. opening ina dilated state, and a cure be 

He stated that he had had a stricture! thus effected, on what is termed ** the 
upwards of four years, and the difficuity | principle of dilatation.” Mr. Key, how- 
of passing his urme gradually becoming ever, could not succed in pi-sing the ca- 
greater, in the month of August last, he | theter, and he subsequently tailed in 
went into St. Thomas’s Hospital. He | passing the sound. 
remained under the care of Mr. Green| 11. Sound passed without mach diffi- 
until March (a period of six months) ; culty. From this period to the 26th of 
he left the Hospital not at ail relieved, May, the suuud was passed about toar or 
and says that daing the time he was five times a week, and the patient was 
there his surgeon did wot succeed at any enabled to pass his urine in a tolerably 
time in passing an instiument into the full stream. 
bladder. | 27. The sound was passed yesterday, 

He lett the Hospital under the impres-| but with more difficulty than usual, and 
sion of being neglected ; he says that Mr. | he felt a considerabie degree of irritation 
Green occasionally attempted to pass an afterwards. He passed his urine about 
instrument, but that tora month before | three o'clock, pm., but in the evening 
he leit nothing was done for him.* was atiackhed with violent pain and desive 


On examining the patient the following | ® vod urine, with au inabilty, however, 


day after his admission, Mr. Key fonnd a | © oso. The dresser attempted to pass 
very firm stricture in the membranons | @ Catheter bat did not succeed, and there- 


portion of the urethra, with a false pas- fore the assistant-surgeon of the Hospital, 


_| Mr. Callaway was called to the patient. 
eartol ontr 
co. After a length of time Mr. C. passed the 
Giileatt to aecenat fer. catheter, and drew off about a pint of 
urine mixed with blood, 
28. The man has passed urine twice to 
day ; it is very bluody and he compiains a 


* The grossest instances of neglect to 90d deal of irritation, and pain about the 
patients occur in these Hospitals, in the | weck of the bladder. 
following manner. The surgeon examines| 29. He was put in the warm bath yes- 
a patient soon after his admission, and 
finds that he has perchance a stricture in 
the urethra, he directs his dresser to pass| * Mr. Key observed on this case that 
bongies or sounds daily. His request is; he should have preferred the employment 
perhaps complied with once a fornight,| of bougies armed with nitrate of silver, to 
and when the surgeon again goes round, | the use of the sound in so firm a stric- 
and inquires of his diesser it his direc. | ture ; but he considered that the cireum- 
tions ave fulfilled, we need pot say that | stance of there being a fal-e passage in 
men who thus neglect their duty have a) the urethra, rendered the employment of 
ready die a9 an answer. the caustic extreme!y hazardous, 
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473 +<FECTION OF THE NERVES OF THE ARM. 


yo experienced great relief from 
it. appears low and desponding. Mr. 
Key prescrived a cordial mixture for him. 

31. An elastic gum catheter was passed 
to-day without much difficulty and the 
bladder injected with warm water He 
now passes his urine in a full stream, but 
there is much irritation about the pros- 
tate. On examination, the prostate was 
found to be enlarged. 

June 9. Instruments are now 
into the bladder without any obstruction. 
The patient's health, however, has much 
declined of late, he has a good deal of 
febrile excitement, his tongue is furred, 
and the irritation about the neck of 
the bladder continues. He has pain at 
this part in making water, with tenesmus ; 
Jeeches and fomentations were applied 
yesterday. 

As the complaint for which be came 
into the Hospital was cured, and his 
health was daily getting worse ; he left 
on the 10ch to go into the country. 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 


PAINFUL AFFECTION OF THE NERVES, 
SUBSEQUENT TO AMPUTATION. 


Sarah Ripley, et. 46, a country woman, 
of florid complexion and healthy appear- 
ance, came into the Hospital on the I1tth 
of May, under the care of Mr. Travers, 
on account of neuralgia affecting the right 
arm. 

The woman states, that she was a pa- 
tient of Mr. Green’s in the month ot 
August list, having had disease of the 
wrist joint, for which she subsequently 
onderwent the operation of ampatation. 
The case is within our recollection; she 
had disease of the wrist joint of long 
standing, and on examining the party 
after the operation, the bones of the ear- 
pus were found in a softened, diseased 
state. The arm was amputated about 
half way down, and nothing material oe- 
curred in the performance of the ope- 
ration. 

The patient remained in the Hospital 
seven weeks after the amputation, and at 
the time she left the stamp had not quite 
healed; the parts soon closed, and then 
she began to experience pain in the limb 
On questioning her closely, however, she 
said that she experienced pain in the 
shoulder joint immediately after the ope- 
ration. 

Present symptoms.—Occasional darting 
pains, commencing as if in her fingers, 
accompanied with flashes, or “ heats,” as 
she terms them; there is twitching of 


the muscles, and the pain extends up the 
limb to the head, describing the sensation 
as somewhat similar to the aura-epilep- 
tica. An attack is brought on by very 
slight canses, as shutting the door, speak. 
ing suddenly to her, &c.; it generally is 
of an hour’s duration, and the paroxyms 
are more frequent at night. She ceased 
to menstruate seven months ago; her 
bowels are regular and general health 
tolerably good, but complains of giddi- 
ness and uneasy sensations in the head. 
Excruciating pain is felt on making a 
very moderate degree of pressure on the 
ulnar nerve, where passing behind the 
internal condyle of the humerus. Slight 
pressure made on the situation of the 
median nerve in the upper arm al-o oc- 
casions much pain, so that it seems the 
nerves have acquired a morbid sensibility 
The end of the stump is not remarkably 
tender, nor does the patient maniiest 
any particular pain when pressure is made 
upon this part. 

The foliowing treatment was had re- 
course to, but without being productive 
of any beneficial effect : 

Extract of hemlock, two grains and a half; 
Camphor, two grams and a ha/f—Mix. 
to be taken three times a day. 


Ext:act of belladonna, one dr.and a half ; 
Extract of opium, one dr. axe @ half; 
Boiling water, one pint ; 

to be used as a fomentation to the limb 
during the paroxyms of pai. 

The patient continued to take the pills 
until the 10th of June; the fomentation 
was omitted previously, and a plaster 
composed of equal parts of soap — 
and extract of belladonna was applied to 
the arm, 


June 10. On visiting the patient to- 
day, the fact was elicited of her having 
been acenstomed to put the limb in cold 
water daring the accession of pain, and 
that relief was experienced therefrom. 
Mr. Travers, therefore, directed the ap- 
plication of the following lotion : 


Muriate of ammonia, one drachm ; 

Rectified spirit, one ounce ; 

Water, half pint. Mix. 

Carbonate of iron, one drackm ; 
to be taken three times a day. 

The patient left the Hospital a few days 
after this medicine was directed, and 
therefore we had no opportunity of seeing 
its effects, which is to be regretted, for 
it certainly was a fair case for the trial of 
carbonate of iron. 

[Probably some practitioner will favour 
us with the resalt of this case.] 
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OPERATION FOR ARTIFICIAL PUPIL. 


Mr. Travers performed this operation 
on Saturday, June 17th, ander the follow- 
ing cirenmstances :— 

The patient is a man 67 years of age, 
a patten maker, and he came into the 
Hospital on the Ist of June, under the 
care of Mr. Travers, in order to obtain 
some relief for detective vision of both 

es. 

“Z examination, Mr. Travers gave the 
following report :—The right cornea ne- 
bulons, with a large arcns senilis; pupil 
of moderate size, but indistinctly seen ; 
the vivion of this eve very imperfect. — 
Left eye: the pupil not larger than a pin’s 
head, and fixed with apparent adhesion 
to the capsule of the lens; the left cor- 
nea tolerably clear, but diminished in 
size, as in the opposite eye, by a large 
areus senilis. The vision of this eye only 
amounts to a distinction between light 
and darkness. 


The patient was exceedingly anxions 
to have something done in the way of an 
operation. Mr. Travers opinion was of 
an anfavourable nature, as to the result 
of an operation; he considered that the 
only chanee that could be afforded was 
by making an artificial pupil for the lef 
eve, for it did not appear that the iris 
was adherent in the right eye as in the 
left, and if so, the cornea was so much 
sage that the greater part was imper- 

to light. 

With respect to the history of the com- 
plaint, the patient gives but a very im- 
perfect account; he says that he has 
neverhad an atrack of inflammation in 
either eye, although the appearance of 
the left eye especially wonld lead us to 
suppose that such had been the case. He 
says that the defective state of vision has 
been making gradual advances for nine 
or ten years, and that during the last 
three years bis power of sight has been 
very small. He has had an operation 
per'ormed for fistula lachrymalis on the 


right side. 
Operation. 


The method adopted was the simple 
incision of the itis, as practised by Chesel- 
den. The instrument used on this oc- 
casion was a small knife, about a line 
in breadth, with a straight back, sharp 


iris, and an incision was made 

its outer semi-diameter. Some fluid es- 
caped on the introduction of the knite, 
and during the performance of the ope- 
ration the anterior chamber became filied 
with blood. 

Mr. Travers remarked, that he mond 
considerable difficulty in cutting throug 
the iris; it was tongh and elastic, and 
hence was carried before the knife. It 
has been said, that in performing the ope- 
ration for artificial pupil by means of a 
transverse incision through the ivis in the 
foregoing manner, that the edges unite, 
and the sole object of the operation is 
thas defeated. Mr. Travers stated, that 
HE had never seen this result, and that 
the edges of the incision recede, leaving 
in general a triangular opening. 

After the operation the eye was closed, 
and the patient was directed to go to 
bed; cloths wet with cold water to be 
laid over the eve, and the extract of bel- 
ladonna applied around the orbit; the 
bowels to be kept freely open. 

June 19. This is the second day after 
the operation ; the patient has been tole- 
rably free trom pain; there is an increas- 
ed vascularity of the eye, and the ante- 
rior chamber is filled with effused blood. 
The measures direcied after the opera- 
tion have been strietly complied with. 

24. The patient has left his bed, but 
still keeps the eye closed. On fully ex- 
amining the eye to-day, we find there is 
agood opening in the outer side of the 
iris; he is much more sensible to light 
than before the operation, but is unwil- 
ling to exert his eye at present, so as to 
be able to give information of the exact 
degree of vision he possesses. There is 
a small portion of blood lying at the bot- 
tom of the anterior chamber, and there is 
still premature vascularity of the eye. 


The cases admitted under the care of 
Mr. Green, on Tharsday the 8th of Jane, 
were as follow :— 

Mates —Four cases of ulceration on the 
leg; two cases of fistnla in perineo; hy- 
drocele ; abscess of the leg; nephritic 
affection. 

Females.—Chronic inflammation of the 
knee-joint; suppuration of the gtands of 
the neck; disease of the ancle joints ; 
and a case of iritis, which Mr.J. H.Green 
thus describes :— Inflammation of thr con- 


point, and a curved edge of about three | junctiva ; circle of inflammatian at the con- 


or four lines in extent. 
daced. through the -clerotica, at a short 
distance from the base of the trans. 
parent cornea, as in the operation for 
depression of the lens; the instrument 
being thus passed into the posterior cham- 


It was intro- junction of opaque, with transparent cor- 


nea; nebulous appearance of cornea, 

We suppose the Pupils are favoured 
with this peculiar and accurate descrip- 
tion in consequence of our remarks on 
the case of hypopion—* A circle of in- 


flammation,”—quoth he ! 
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INJURY TO THE KNEE. 
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. died ; the sloughing of the wound had 
greatly increased. 


CASE OF COMPOUND FRACTURE oF THE 
TIBIA. 


Bartholomew McGennis, the old piper 
who has for so many years past paraded : 
Oxford-street and its neighbourhood, was! _S. C., a stout muscular rage 52 years 
brought to the Hospital on Saturday Of age, was bronght into this Hospital on 
night, June 10. The poor old man was |! Uh of Jane, in consequence of an in- 
82 years of age, and quite blind; he had Jury which he had sustained by a fall. 
been knocked down by a horse, and had | On examining the _injared limb, the 
received severe injury to the leg. jseat of mi-chief was found to be at the 
The tibia was found to be fractared at knee joint; the patella was sound, but 
about the distance of two-thirds down the 0" Making pressure immediately above it, 
leg and there was an extensive lacerated |*t the insertion of the tendon of the rec- 
wound commnnicating with the fracture. the finger sank into a depression. 
The wound extended in an oblique diree- | About an inch and 4 halt above the upper 
tion from the fracture upwards, The ge of the patella, there was the usnal 


CASE OF LACERATION OF THE TENDON 
OF THE RECTUS: FEMORIS. 


treatment adopted by the House Sur. firm resisting feel. As the pares about 
geon was as follows:—The limb was) 
placed in the strait position o a pillow, | 
over which a piece of oil-skin was laid ; 
the edge: of the woundwere brought tig Atly | 
togethe:, and over the whole a roller was 
appled [* 


the knee were much swoll n, twelve 
leeches were applied to the part, and a 
dose of aperient medicine was exhibited. 

13. The knee joint is considerably 
swollen, and the patient complains of 
pain. There is not much con-titutional 


13. On visiting the patient to-day, Mr. disturbance ; the tongue is slightly furred, 
Bell remarked, that from the appearance | the bowels open, and pulse somewhat ac- 
of the limb (which was much swollen and Celerated. The limb to-day is partially 
firmly embraced by the bandage) the fered, and the man says it has been in 
case had been neglected. He therefore | that position since yesterday! Mr. C. 
desired the House Surgeon, to take , Bell, under whose care the man was 
off the bandage and adhesive straps. Placed, pointed out to Mr. Hind, the 


This being done, the wound and parts 
around it were found to be in a slonghing 
gngrenonus condition. The pulse at this 
time was very feeble, the countenance 
anxious, the tongue was moist and covered 
with a brownish far. The bowels are 
open; he obtains but little sleep. Nothing 
has been done since his admission, 

Mr. Bell directed a carrot poultice to 
be applied over the wound, and the pa- 
tient to have generous diet, with wine. 

15. The appearance of the wound much 
the same. The pulse continues feeble, 
and he answers questions in an indistinct 
and irrational mauner. He obtained some 
sleep last night. Continue the applica- 
tion of poultices and the exhibition of 
wine, with strong broth. 

He is evidently worse, the pulse is now 
fluttering and all the vital powers are 
much depressed. The whole limb has 
assumed a livid aspect. The rman, 
however, lingered until the 19th, when he 


* This is a pretty sample of Middlesex 
Hospital surgery, and of the competency 
of the House Surgeons. The “ young 
ae : whose skill we now record, 

s the same individual who a few months 
since dismissed a poor Irishman with dis- 
location of the hamerus, as a sprain ; this 


case was reported ip Tuk Lancet. 


house surgeon, the impropriety of te 
present po-ition of the limb; he requested 
that the limb might be elevated and 
placed in the extended position. Cloths 
made wet with an evaporating lotion to 
be applied to the part. The patient in- 
tormed us, that the right patella had been 
fractured twice; on examination, we 
found it firmly united by ligament. 

14. The limb now lies in the extended 
position; the taumefaction i. lessened, but 
there is still much pain about the seat of 
imjury. Repeat the application of leeches, 
and continue the cold lotion. 

17. The parts are resuming their na- 
tural appearance ; the swelling and pain 
are lessened, and much relief was ob- 
tained from the application of the leeches, 
The patient is free from any constitutional 
disturbance. 

21. The limb continues to be kept 
straight, and cold lotion applied. On ex- 
amination to-day, we find there is still a 
depression immediately above the patella, 
and a considerable space intervenes be- 
tween its upper edge, and the lacerated 
portion of the tendon. The swelling has, 
however, so far lessened, that the joiut 
has resumed its natural contour. At the 
date of this report, the limb was still 
placed in the extended position, and no 
further means had been used to bring the 


parts in apposition. 
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